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»
/300 families eye South Africa
THREE hundred wealthy a venture could generate”, They include South ities that had responded
‘ Hongkong families have ap-  the department added. Africa’s wealthiest white favourably.
! plied to settle in South Afri- First International Con- suburbs where the local gov- He said the project was
: ca, the Home Affairs De- tacts, the South African im- ernments are controlled by taking advantage of recent
partment said yesterday. migration consultants han- either anti-apartheid parties changes South Africa has
i If approved, it would be  dling the applications, said or the reformist National made to its traditionaily Eu-
. the largest influx of ethnic the families wanted to buy Party, which rules national- ropeah-oriented immigra-
: dChin:lase to Souﬂll Afriflsla t}i)n land in the Johannesburg ly. tion policy to attract skilled
! ecades and would swell the  area where they could live as i is- Chinese.
country’s 11,000-strong Chi-  a close-knit community. nagﬁ‘?oi“’w‘l’fﬁg“ﬂ’s'ig?,}%s More families would be
- mese population by more The area is South Africa’s gnly, but a handful of brought in if the project was
! than a tenth. industrial heartland. wealthy blacks live there successful, he said.
‘ The department said the A spokesman forthe con- 150 Chinese are treated in ef-
; families were “of the entre-  sultants, Mr George Ford, ; . fect as “honorary whites” in
» preneurial middle class who  said the search for property The local authority for  gouth Africa, but unlike Eu-

own their own businesses or
other enterprises and who
have at their disposal liquid
cash resources of not less
than $3 million™.
The applications were
being considered “in view of
e industrial development
\3 ‘job creation which such

BARA)

got off to a difficult start last
month when the town of
Springs, controlled by white
rightists, refused a residency
application from the fam-
ilies.

But he later had favour-
able response from five oth-
er municipalities, he said.

Springs is controlled by the
white supremiacist Conser-
vative Party, which advo-
cates hard-line apartheid
policies that racially segre-
gate residential areas.

Mr Ford said land for the
families had been inspected
in two of the five municipal-

ropean-descended whites
they have no vote at nation-
al level.

Most live in shabby so-
called “grey” areas in and
around Johannesburg in-
habited by both blacks and

whites. /
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