3.1

heeffectiveness of “the:t
Sying:bby:.Umelco.-and.
2 '“Hong KL huinow!
3 onstrated by thc
ka cohcessiohs - in* the“
,Hong 6ng Bill announced by ;
*the; Foreign™ Office. minister, !
Mr‘fochard Luce, " in". thei;
Houseé of Commons today,., i +
‘Mr-Luce ‘'made’ clear the
Bmzsh Government’s. desrre
to accommodate the anxieties
of the people of Hongkong'r
expredsed through » Umelco.
and the.Labour Party as. well &
25 .s0me: of their own: back-.
banchers in parhament Aoy ek
4. The ‘main concession an-"
nounced.- 8s the Bill com-!
pieted all its House of Com-~
mons stages. was the granting
of ad_annual report and de-;
batessin ‘parliament ron]
:  progréss in Hongkong be-
.Aween ndw and 19970 . )
“.7%1 But the whole tenor of Mr 3
Luce’s speeches during the:
four-hour process showed the -
Government is keen 'to' apé:
pear: ready.-to-: listen to -allx
i sides bétween now and thé
: Biil's royal assent before East~ ;

i

«sha*nber durmg the debate at

> Luce . was .in_charge of; the |
-operation for, the Govern- |

(N S S
“Up.to 50 MPs were in thc )

———rh

ment the ‘Foreign Secretary,q

i Sir. Geoffrey. Howe,., joined
“himy on*the* GoVernmentv{

frontbench for some of the
proceedmgs B ,

~The Defence: Secretary,
Mr Michael. Heseltine, - and 1

. the Immigration Mlmster, Mr

-David Waddington, also,
- spent some time on the front-+'
bench beside Mr Luce, 1
lhough none of them spoke. : ;

“The Labour Party's for-1
elgn affairs . spokesman, Mr*
George Robertson, Who led
for the oppoasition, "had press-
ed for the annual report an
asked Mr Luce to take ac-
count of the views callmg for-.
thns on all sides.

_The debate began much
]ater than expected because of .,
. the pressure of earlier parha-‘_.-:
mentary business and it ran.;
on.into the early hours..

7. Afterwards, Mr Robertson

said: “We are pleased with '}

the concessions we have been |

given by the Government.”
.He ‘paid tribute .10 the’

work of Umelco and listed -]

the  concessions . which  the,
Government had made:

+ @ More time between the.
second reading and the com- .
mfittee stage to al]ow consul-

i‘ﬂthn Wl
‘. The annual repon and
- o m————d

debate.

® The new nauonahty
status w;mr.n into the Bill. -
Ca® Full mrhamcmary de.’
»hatcs od amendable Ordersé
m-Courcﬂ on the natlona!ny
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v

_reading and debate on Febru- .

the measure. - °

“Mr Robertsori* said: -
thmk we have given long &rid
detalled consideration reflect~
ing the worries and anxieties,
but also the hopes; of the
peoplé of Hongkong.™'

“There will be no compla-
cency and no lack of Vnglance
on our part. Onice again, I
think the British' parllamem
has discharged ‘its: ;obligation
to the people oh.'t the, . other‘
side of the world,” 7+

The new Hongkong Com-
missioner in London, .Mr
Colvyn Haye, who sat in the
gallery throughout the debate,
said: *I think Umelco will be
very happy. I myself am very |
pleased with the outcome. | .

“It will be. unerestmg to {
se¢ what Umelco says, but i
think all their fears and ton-
cerns have becn adequatelv
covered. e R .

“I hope the message from
Hongkong will be: ‘Thank
you very much everybody'.” -

Mr Haye warmly congrat-
ulated -Mr Robertson outside
the chamber after thé four-
hour debate on his hand!mg
of the Bill. :

The Hongkong Bill was a
given a formal first reading in
the House of Lords tonight
with ‘no debate or discussion
and will receive;a second

i

ary 19, thus underlmmg the
Government’ s determination
to maintain the mpld pace on

- Several ho"tg'mng expt::s
in the House of Loids are
expected to speak,’ inciudin
the former Govemor, Lord

MacLehose, - R .
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