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THE Hongkong Govern-
ment is looking at giving
$10 million in direct hu-
nianitarian aid to Vietnam
for small infrastructure
projects aimed at helping
returning boat people to
re-start their lives.

- The Secretary for Securi-
ty, Mr Alistair Asprey, yes-
térday confirmed that the
Government was looking at
the move to prevent more
people from leaving Viet-
nam and to encourage the
50,660 still here to return
home.

“ If the adniinistration
gbes ahead with the idea, it
will have to be endorsed by
the Finance Committee.

* There have been repeat-
ed calls in the past few
months by politicians who
have visited Vietnam for

ongkong to take such a
step.

. A spokesman for the
Hongkong Concern group
on Vietnamese Refugees
and Boal people, Sha Tin
dlslnct board member Mr
Johnston Wong Hong-
chung, said a locally based
aid agency should be spon-

sdred to provide support for

the returnees.

Mr Wong said, while $10 -
million might not go far
tiere, it would go a long way
in Vietnam and difect’ aid "
was better than giving hand-
outs to returnees.

The move was also wel-
comed by Oxfam and Save
the Children, and Legisla-

tive Councillors are expect-’

ed to look at the issue sym-
pathetically. i

; The European Commu-
nny and the United Nations
ngh Commissioner for Ref-
gees, provide aid for return-
\ oat people and the e com-

» listair Asprey

munities from which they
fled.

Hongkong’s offer would
be only a drop in the ocean
compared to the US$113
million (HK$873.37 mil-
lion) the EC has pledged.

The convenor of the
Omelco Security Panel, Mrs
Rita Fan Hsu Lai-tai, isona
fact-finding visit to Viet-
nam.

Mr Asprey said if Hong-
kong did fund a direct aid
programme the money
would go to the villages and
communities from which a
large proportion of those
Vietnamese in the camps
came from.

“So that achieves the ob-
Jective of preventing morg
people leaving by makmg
‘more jobs available in these
communities and secondly
by provndmg jobs for people
returning.”

Refugee Co-ordinator
Mr Clinton Leeks said the
move was being considered
in the light of the “excellent
co-operation” from Viet-
nam in the wake of the
agrecment last May allowing
Hongkong to return all non-
refugees.

He added that the ad-
ministration believed

scheme for
Vietnam

“some form of contribution
would be an appropnate
thing to do”.

Mr Leeks said if Hong—

‘kong did go ahead with the

idea, the Government would
look at direct support for
small-scale infrastructure
projects and things that
would help improve the
economy.

He said it was hoped di-
rect aid would send a signal
to those still here that things
were improving in Vietnam
and it was time to go home.

He refuted any sugges-
tion that the aid might be a
pay off and argued that
money was not part of the
recent deal with Hanoi
which saw Hongkong man-
datorily repatriate a group of
38 last Friday.

“The Vietnamese face
very real problems with re-

_integration but this is not

linked with the latest
agreement.”

Mr Leeks said it was pos-
sible the Government would
channel some funds through
non-governmental agencies
working in Vietnam if they
were the most appropriate
conduit.

Oxfam’s director, Mr
John Torgrimson, said
Oxfam would have to look
at any stipulations there
might be if the Government
went ahead with the propos-
al.

“Generally, we would be
very interested in participat-
ing in. the distribution of
some of the aid,” he said.

Save the Children’s field
director, Mr Phillip Barker,
said if Hongkong supported
an aid package for Vietnam
it would be commendabile,
and Save the Children
would be interested in dis- |
cussing the project.
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