100 feel first blow

of EEC textile axe

MORE than 100 Tsunwan workers

: yestﬂday became the first known victims
- of the recentcutbacks in textile export
~quotas to the Common Mark ket,

.- The workers turned up at. their Castle
Peak Road factory early yesterday only to
find the doors closed.

-, The workers then staged a' protest '
outside the factory demandmg to meet the
. manager to question him about thie sudden

closure, They also demanded their salaries

as yesterday was snpposed to -have been °

their pay day.
When their tequests were not met, the

~workers put up posters on the factory

walls condemning the management and
accusing the factory of makmg them
jobless.

~However, the workers qtuetened -down

when officers from the Labour Department

- called atthefactoryandpmmmedmmake
arrangemients for thelr mpresentatlves to."

meet the management,

The workers were also asked to. start
work today at- 10: am. The workers
normally start work at 9'am.

A representative of the management
told newsmen later .that the company
forced to- cut down on their products
because of the recent cut-backs in expo:t
quotas. - |

He said the management had informed
the workers that they were now only
required to work only every other day and
that there would not be over-time work.

The management also cancelled its |

medical scheme and other worker benefits.
The workess said they were not happy

" with the. terms offered and demanded

immediate reinstatement of all worker
benefits plus an assurance that 0o workes
will ‘be sacked.

They alsoproposedshortuworlun

 shifts .‘so‘ that - all workers - could wor
everyday instead of every other day.

" Garment

FIFTY-four-year-old Mrs

' Sin probably does not know

what is ~meant - by the
reduction of textile quotas
but she is concerned about

what is going to happen to .

her if she loses her job.

Her reaction is typical of
many textile workers who
yesterday told “of their fears
following. the  new
agreement on textile quotas.

“l have been in “the
knitting factory for nine

years. It will be difficult for
" me. to learn a new trade,”
. said Mrs Sin, who works in
-‘the Shun On Knitting and-
Factory in -

Cheungshawan, which has

.. adbout 200 workers.
“f don’t know how am I .

going to make a living ‘if 1
lose my.job,” she said while
putung the final touches to
‘a ‘knitted-shirt, a trade she
took up soine 20 years ago.
-For the younger workers

of the factoty, the picture
is s0 gloomy. Many of them
pointed out they could find
Jobs in other factories
h1ch a.re not so hard hit

* quotas mean fear

by the reductlons o
“I can work in a
-weaving factory,” said a. girl

who joined the factory nine
months ago and has been
working the ‘textile trade
for three years. -

The new agreements will
probably result in"as many
as 10,000 workers losing

" their jobs. . .
The new quotas ,cut
“cotton fabrics back by

6,000 pieces, or 32 per

cent. The quota for trousers

and jeans has been reduced

by some 7.8 million pairs,

or 14 per cent. Limited
growth rates have been set
for future exports.

However some textile

companies said yesterday

-that they were not yet sure
how the new quota would

effect their operatjons.

They said they were waiting.

for a full explanation of the
situation from the
Department of Trade
Industry and Customs later
this week.

One factory owner; Mr

Wong Chung-hon, said the

Trade. Industry and Customs

_ them to survive would be to

~not equipped with sufficient

mmal quota aninounced last
week - would not affect his
factory too much as' they
.concentrated. on knitted
T-hirts and blouses.
© But Mr Wong, lik% a
number of - other fact
proprietors, was s
‘uncertain about the future.
The Department of

is understood to have
asked factones for details of
last year’s exports to arrive
at final figures of reduced
export itents.

Mr Wong said if - the |
initial figures were
indicative of what was going
to happen to the ‘textile
exports in the mext five
years, the only way for

concentrate on producing
more sophisticated products
and to find new markets.
_The new . agreement is
believed to have hit small
factories worst as they are

facilities and to
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produce
products. -

Government of not ﬁghtlng
for .Hongkong to obtain a

high-quality better deal he said the new -

agreement .would probably

_which is sp

Some’ "managers of
textile companiés said they
might consider . ¢xporting
some -of their® products to

the EEC through their}

Macao contacts if the new

‘{agreement .is as harsh as

first xeports have indicated.
Other garment
manufacturers are known to

-{ have already sét up factories

in Macao ‘to give finishing
touches to products made

| in. Hongkong -to be exported

on Macao quotas.

‘One manufacturer
accused the British

reduce 3040 per cent of his
company’s production.

The . Manager of
Resultants Brothers Co Mr
Tang said that it would be
even more difficult to do
business with. Edropean
countries which accounted
for - some 60 to 70 per cent
of their production.

“But at thls stage we
don’t  know -.anything

definite wuntil the

government supply us with

_details of the - new

agreement,”. said Mr Tang.
Mr Chan Kai-hon,

" manager of Apollo Textiles,

producing wxde-w:dth
cotton fabrics like
bedclothes, said the new
agreement would not hit his
factory very hard as his
production was
concentrated outside the
four sensitive - items
earmarked for the harshest
cut backs..

. But he said the new
agreement would indirectly
hit- his' company -as his
company - supplies _cotton
fabrics to garment factories”
which would be affected: by
the new agreement o

® See also Busmws P.
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