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$20m in
fakes
seized

More than $20 million
worth. of counterfeit goods
were seized by the Govern-
ment last year, the Commis-
sioner of Customs and Ex-
cise, Mr Douglas Jordan,

_ said.

Replying to a question
from Mr Wong Lam, he said
$12 million of imported
counterfeit goods and $8.5
million of exported counter-
feit goods had been seized.

On the effectiveness of the
department in controlling the
import and export of counter-
feit goods, Mr Jordan said:

“We do react very quickly
to any information as to
counterfeit goods and the sei-
zure overall has been quite
high and is increasing each

Mr Wong also asked how
the department would clean
up the image Hongkong has
of being a main exporter of
counterfeit goods.

Mr Jordan said the depart-
ment had taken every oppor-

tunity to spread the message -

abroad that Hongkong does
far more than most neigh-
bouring countries to deal with
the counterfeit goods prob-
fem.

And the department . is

‘becoming more conscious of
-the growing problem of the

illegal import of fircarms
which began to increase two
or three years ago. )

Replying to a duestion
from Miss Maria Tam, he
said the department had
introduced sophisticited elec-
tronics and X-ray machines
and equipment at all check

. points,

Last year, 33 handguns,
rifles and shotguns were seiz-
ed and 13 people were arrest-
ed in connection with gun
smuggling. .

Mr Jordan also said there
was close liaison with the po-
lice to minimise a wastage of
manpower and resourcés.

The department is respon-
sible for four major activities
— assessing and collecting
duties, enforcing trade con-
trols, preventing illicit trade
and controlling imporf§ and
exports and other rest
goods and enforcing the

ly.




