An echo “

from
the past

THE Executive Council has
made a significant break
with tradition in its decision
to dole out $40 million in
hard cash to cover .the
“losses” 'suffered by the

" Kowloon Motor Bus Co be-
- cause of the delay in grant-

; transport companies can be
i traced back four years when
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*" operation of the Mass Tran-
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“travel concessions for stuf

‘ impact of the MT
.ftion in mind.

ing the company fare in-
creases. . - .

But the idea behind some |
form of subsidy for public,

2 hint of such a %c')ssibility
the

was' dropped by the Secre-
tary for the Environment,

Mr Derek Jones.

In a forum called by the
Hongkong Section of the
Chartered Institute of
Transport, Mr Jones was
replying to a question from
the floor on the possibility
of subsidies for public trans-
part which might face losses
‘asi.a .result of the future

sit Rdilway. :

Mr Jones noted that thef-
traditional ‘Governmen
attitude was that publi
transport should 'pay it

**did not mean that this poli
cy was immutable.” .
Mr Jones might hav

idea but ‘apparently he di
s0 at the wrong time inadf’
vertently.

For my informants late]
told me that he raised. a f
eyebrows among his co
leagues at.the Governme
Secretariat. B .

If the $40 million cas
award to KMB can be see
as a subsidy, in addition t
the forthcoming scheme

dents, it was ironic that i
was Mr Jones who an
nounced it last Friday afte
he had been purportedl
under pressure for having
talked about the subsidy
possibility four years ago.
Mr Jones was of course
announcing the handout on
behalf of Exco and it would
e interesting to find out if
the decision was unanimous
The circumstances in
which the Government
opted for this course of ac-
tion — namely that it had
to face a significant opposi-
tion against the fare in-
creases concerned — were -
apparently different from
those in which Mr Jones
mentioned the subsidy
possibility in that, for exam-
ple, he had the potential
opera- -
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