$3m: plea‘ for'
computers

By Caroline Hughes
THE" Education Depart-

Committee for an
WePR™*t0 fund two

in the Form 6 curriculum.

- .:Director of Education,
Li Yuet-ting, speaking at a
conference on computer

‘education yesterday, said
. the new subjects would be
Advanced Level computer
-studies”'and Advanced
Supplementary Level-
computer applications. .

The -additional funds

computers for schools of-
fering these subjects. '

A syllabus for each sub-
ject, had been completed

-Council and the Hong-
kong Examinations Auth-
onty, Mr Lij said. . =
..“Our investment i in thls
n?)spect will be enor-
ous,” he said. -
; pening the conference
: 3rfxp“Computer "Education
" in 'a.Decade of Transfor-
“mation,” Mr Li said the
Educatlon Department
was “fully committed to
. the 'promotion of compu-
. ter education” in schools.
~  Teaching on the subject
. began with 30.schools in

5 extended to over- 90 per-

" secondary institutions.
Under the Computer
" Education in Special

~ gan in 1989, a total of 39
" special schools would
* have xmcro—computers -
. many ‘with: adaptive de-
l vices.- by . thl
September, Mr-Li sa1d

er-assisted learning, com-
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tation tool,” he said.
Another speaker, Pro-
: fessor -Cheng Yiu-chung,
- director of the City Poly-
| technic; criticised the lack
[ of post-graduate scholars
1n ‘computing.: B
- " Prof Cheng . sa1d Hong-
kong was suffering from a
ious:lack ‘of computer
ofessionals”. and - scho-
Ars “capable of pursmng

ment will ask the Fmance .

- computer-based subjects .

‘would be used to buy new -

and endorsed by the Cur- '
~riculum . Development .

.cent . of the territory’s .

. Schools Project, which be- :

“These’ special schoolsu,

e now" offering compu- ““ cess to more information

“than ever before, he said. -
puter literacy, computer ;. - aafi

.-

- only possible : solution.

AL

l Li Yuet-ting ... for

. computers.

. research “with . mdepen-

dence and initiative”.
Because the value ‘of

"such people was not im-
‘mediately recognised they

did not obtain adequate -
funds to pursue their re-

-search work, he said. "

- “While. Hongkong has
only a handful of such
scholars South Korea and
Taiwan have several hun-
dred,” he said. .~ . p
. “In these two countnes, 5
graduates of MPhil :or;"

_PhD programmes have a

lucratlve career in mdus~

- “In Hongkong, the only

1982 and. has' since been.: Career open to them'is:in

the academlc line,” %
sa1d
The low number of
MPhil and PhD comput- -.

- ing graduates would only

be recognised ‘as a’ prob-
lem in several years’ time,

“when it was too late, Prof

Cheng said.

- Information technology
was increasingly rt-
ant for today’s wi tgfcok

lar worker who' ac-

Education, both in-and
out of the work place, was
v1ta11y important if com-

. panies were. to benefit’

from these' “knowledge
workers",' Prof Cheng
sa1d 2

.But’ educatmg such
workers by human tea-
chers was 1mpractlcable, .
he said.

" “Self- learning is the

Computers: will play ~an
i.lnportant role,”: he saidg
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