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Mr Thomas said, the Gov;i f

emment considers

cossful detection and prosecu:
tion of offenders as the most
«ffective deferrent to.arson. -

.7 Replying 10 a.q

- Dr HoKam=fai; he said in th
¢"-years: ending Septe
ber, 978 fires suspected by |

giémeég&SSags_ ar§on cases.
Mr" Thomas: said Fire

ment’s investi
should cond

P
ment runs trainitig pro-
grammes - for it$ officers on

, how to detect arson.

* In 1983 courses conducted -

} by an arson investigation spe-
j~cialist were introduced for se-
lected officers.

So_fary, 150 :ﬂre' Ofﬁcers
have undergone training.”

If the department suspects

Mrr,*the case is passed on to

- Mote than §80 arson cases-
‘had been identified by the.
police in the past three years,:
the . Attorney-General, “Mr ..

these, thepolice’ con- 3

.

580 arson cases|

-police for investigation.
““Fhe -Fire - Investigation
‘Ordinance -empowers the
“Commissioner. of Police to
take possession of any prem-
ises where a fire has taken
place or where an arson at-
tempt is suspected. .
In such cases, the commis-
sioner is required to make a
- report to a magistrate regard-

_ing the origin and circum-

stances of the fire. _
The magistrate.then must
investigate the causes of the
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fire, unless he considers an

inquiry unnecessary.

“The fact that there are .
these special provisions for
investigating the causes of fire
indicate how seriously the
Government takes arson,”
Mr Thomas said. .

Under the law, the maxi-
mum penalty of arson is life
imprisonment.

High Court sentences for
arson over the past three
years ranged from one to 12
years’ imprisonment, he said.




