By DAVE HADFIELD *
- The Attorney-
General, Mr John
Griffiths, - last night
hit back at allega-
tions on the Mac-
- Lennan affair made
by-an Urban Coun-
cillor,- Mrs Elsie
- Elliott, at a press
conference

; At the conference,
- Mrs Elliott accused Mr
Griffiths of failing to
act on important evi-
dence about the circum-
stances leading to the
police inspector’s death
in January. - s
. But Mr Griffiths, in a long
statement - issued last night,
said charges of a set-up at-
tempt orchestrated by the po-
lice ' Special Investigations
Unit had been investigated by

_ intefviewing the ' inspector
named to him by Mrs Elliott
and others. -

The inspector had denied
being told to set up Mac-:
Lennan, Mr Griffiths said:

Mrs Elliott has responded-
by challenging the Attorney-

eneral to-bring forward the
inspector :to- publicly — but

" anonymously — say whether
or not he was told to set-up’
the young - inspector_ on
homosexuality charges. = -

An official police state-
ment, also issued last night, -
revealed that allegations
about the SIU’s conduct are

©-being ' investigated by the.
Complaints 'Against Police
Office. e

-~ The statement hit out at

.+ *public comment and hound-

; ‘i;;%” "of“officers concerned,

- calling it “grossly unfair and

-unjust.” . o

..~ The ' Attorney-General .
also resorted to strong words
to describe the widespread
gdblic'discussion, led by Mrs

Hiott, which follbw‘oid’ ag in-
quest jury’s open verdict deci-

_sion” (3 l(\,‘facLennan u?/
March. s :

. aCL ‘

. calling his statement
* low get-out.”

this-

o “I have read the statemient ... -
.by Mrs Elliott made at her *-
nt press conferen_ce. Iad- -

. claimed by Mrs Elsie

" *“To mount : '
rumour ‘and inmiendo based
on hearsay -comment which

- cannot be substantiated is in

my opinion a wicked thing to

do,” he said. o
Mrs Elliott struck back b

“a shal-

“The longer he stalls the

-more he is going to have to

explain in the long run,” she
sard. ,

is as follows: *

- set-up of Inspector John Mac-
Lennan eekil

" The full text of the ' " »
: Attorﬂey-General’s»stiatement,g_;'f and similar allegations had

o

.ennan

ta;t.f camdgalgn of

Elliott has done. But she is
not alwdysright. )

“The true facts about. the

_ matters‘of which Mrs Elliott

spoke are as follows:

“1: Mrs’ Elliott_came to "

see me-on December 20,
-1979, and made allegations to

~me about the conduct of some
iSnIt{iIvidual members - of the.

“ZBut before then, those

already been made and ‘were
known to the Government.

Inspector’s bid
to speak out
-The - mystery ins ctor

iott
to have been told to engineer a

an is today seeking per-
mission from his superiors to
answer: the Attorney-Gener-

. aPs statement on the subject.
: The

_ the SIU

. inspector hin last
night S&ﬂl.g tlntohf:'_ would be
nels to state whether or not

U puit pressure on him
to frame MacLennan.

-~ He said that he was unable
" to.make his statement until he, .

had been given permission. ,
They had been drawn to the
attention of the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police and were

- being dealt with.

“3: Accordingly, when I
saw ‘Mrs Elliott T knew the
matter. she spoke of was al-
ready known. However, I
urg
evidence .of police misbeha-
viour she should complain to
CAPO, but this she has never

done. She said she feared for -

‘the job of the inspector she

refers to in .her statement

, (hereafter referred to as In-
" spector XYZ). She has since

said that at that time shie did

not provide ywith his name.

nire m'ah{ihings that - Mrs’

.mere “gossip and tittle-tattle”

_ tion as’ conce:
_are that ‘on Fel

her that if she had any .

“4: It is true that on Janu-
ary 24,  Mrs Elliott kindly
came to see me at my request
and after discussing other

things she ated her alle-
ation about Inspector XYZ.
n her press statement she
says: ~

‘As 1 had_mentioned to
both the - Attorney-General
and Mr Pelly (the officer in
charge of investigating Mac-
Lennan’s death) the incident
in which John MacLennan
was to be set up by the SIU, I
imagine this- senior inspector
must also have been inter-
viewed. I should now like to
ask  the Attorney-General
whether ‘my allegation was
followed up. Or did: he dis-
iss this serious allegation as

as stated-in his press confer-
ence?’ _ -
“Mrs Elliott knows per-
fectly well the answer to this
question, which contains the
innuendo that I did nothing,
and also that perhaps Inspec-
tor MacLennan was set up.
“So far as the latter alle-
gation is concerned she wrote
on Januvary 29: ‘XYZ was

. shocked and refused to set up

the crime.’ She said the same
in her statement to Mr Pelly.
So far as the innuendo that I
failed to follow up her allega-
, the facts
21
wrote to Mrs Elliott as fol-
Tows: )
‘Dear Mrs Elliott,~
“You will remember com-
ing to see me about the un-
timely death of John
MacLennan. As I explained
when we met, there is in fact
to be an inquest into his
death, and the coroner has

"now formally announced this. .

‘T am sure you know that a
coroner is an independent
judicial ‘officer who will run
his-inquiry along such lines as -
he considers right and proper. .
He is in no’ way oonnecteal
with the police force mor any



v

(Cont’d from Page 1) -
other law enforcement body
‘and is 2 member of the judici-
ary, not of the executive. '

“The coroner has asked me

to act 4s ggroner’s officer and"
; I'ha;le' S0,
‘He will¥be the- person
{ who, subject q, the ‘directions

lines along which inquiries
‘will be made and what evi-
dence cught to be given rele-
-vant to the matter being in-’
quiredinto. : .
‘T have chosen a barrister
who in my opinion has a
strong independent - outlook
on life to be. the -coroner’s
officer. .
:73'As I explained ‘when we

-

file@yers to -cenduct investiga-

{-tions save perhaps to inter-

-view an occasional witness. It
is not our expertise to do this.
‘That is a task which police-

| men are trained to do.

‘Accordingly it will be
.necessary. for the majori? of
the investigations to be done
.on the directions of the coro-
ner’s officer by policemen.

‘I can assute you, however,

: that all statements given will

go before the coroner’s officer
and he will have to decide
whether or not further in-
quiries require to be made.

- ‘Indeed I have no doubt if
he felt it wise or necessary to
do so, he would -himself  re-

| interview any witnesses.

“This leads me to Mr XYZ

| about whom, you spoke in

confidénce to me. Since then
his name has been openly
brought to my- attention by
Mr. . .and Mr. . . sothat I
consider I am no longer
bound by the terms of confi-
dentiality I gave to you.
“‘Following our meeting,

{ through XYZ’s lawyer

Mz. . ., whose name was pro-
vided to me, I asked XYZ to’

| come privately to discuss the
| matter with my own assistant.
{ I had in mind that if he were

red to repeat what you
t’:l?a me he had said to you,
-the matter could then be
taken forward from there.
" ‘However, XYZ decided
that hé did not wish. to be
interviewed by my assistant
and told him so via Mr. . .
(lawyer). ) )
- ‘Instead he provided in the

he had made which -denies
that he was asked to frame
anybody. .

the coroner’s officer that.in
my opinion he must see XYZ
himself in the absence of any.
police. and get to the bottom
of this conflict between what .
XYZ apparently said to you

nd the written statement he
- bas made. )

to provide him with a lawyer -

of the coroner, will decide the -

, it is not feasible for

‘Despite ‘this I have told -

‘The coroner’s officer iells
me that the coroner has'di-.
rected him to'do this and I
have no doubt it will be dohe.

‘I have also provided ‘the
coroner’s - officer with the

‘name- of -the Scottish’ lady
--which you:gave to me and he

will be getting in touch with

‘her himself in due course.

‘I would be grateful if you
would keep what 1 have fold

“you in this letter confidential.

I have written_ it because I°

“want Jou to be assured that

an independent inquiry is’ to
take place into the death of
John MacLennan and thit a
searching inquiry into the cir--
cumstances by the coroper’s
officer will ‘precede ‘the in-
uest. oo
‘I look forward one day to
accepting..your nvitation: to
come to see your unit in ac-
tion one Wednesday or:Satur-
day,. but I .expect- yokg;will :
understand that just af the
moment pressures of buginess
prevént me doingso. ¢ -
‘John Griffiths QC, ‘Attor-
ney-General.” .
“6: T asked Mrs Elliott to
retain’ confidentiality -as the
inquest -had not _ yet ‘taken
?lace. Inspector XYZ:was in’
act seen and gave statements
which, were seen by the coro-

-ner and ‘ruled by him:to be -

irrelevant to his inquiry.

- “7: As has been stated by
the Commissioner _o’f%lice,-; .
after the inquest and ‘before’
the date of my press confer-.
ence, I referred to the acting
Commissioner of Police for
investigation by CAPO vari-

‘ous matters relating ito the

conduct of the SIU, including
the alleged incident of Inspec-

tor XYZ. .

“I -wish to stress:in the

. meantime that the.bfficeys
concerned are entitled, in

exactly the same way as. any
other citizen, to be considered .
innocent of any malpractice,
unless and until the: contpary
is proved by evidence. -

“8: In her statement to the
coroner, Mrs Elliott makes

- unisubstantiated allegations of

homosexuality based on gos-
sip about a number-of what,
in her press statement, she
describes as  ‘frighteningly
high-ranking members of the -
police and judiciary.” .

“Though I have ésked her.

to do so, she-has ngver once
same way a written statement -

been able to substantiate
these allegations nor produce
to me any evidence to justify-
them. Her approach has been
to say, as it were, that it must
be true because they’re all on
her files. cE

- - ““9: Under - British law,
criminal offénces against peo--
ple have to be proved by evi-
dence. Te mount.a campaign
of rumour and innuendo
based on hearsay comment

G speaks on Elsie, MacLenna

which cannot be substantiat-
ed is in my opinion a ‘wicked
thing to do. I would ask peo-
ple who re-tell such ‘rumours
to consider carefully whether
that is a fair and decent thing
to do. - ) : :

“10: Mrs._ Elliott-.at her
press conference asked:
What is the. Attorney-Gener-

al doing-about the serious

allegations made in my own
statement?’- .
“In so far as the question

is not answered above, the

answer is that if Mrs:Elliott
or anyone els¢ produces actu-
al. evidence (not gossip and
rumour) of criminal miscon-
duct_by anyone, be they ever
so high- or lowly, I will, as I
have in the past, ensure that

such matters are properly

considered and dealt with.

“11: I wish to'make two
. further matters clear. | = -
“First,” I note that Mrs

Elliott has suggested I r
tod‘.have' ;ssumed‘tgé role otg
judge and jury in the case o
MacLennan.’" ol

“As I have explained on
two previous occasions; I have

. a statutory duty and resgonsi-
ecide,

bility to consider and’

whether or ‘not the inquest -

into Mr MacLennan ‘should
be re-opened. - To" avoid ithat

decision’'would be a clear ab-

rogation - of my fesponsibil-
ities: I gave my redsons at a
ess' conference -on-May 23

ut I made it clear if ‘new

evidence became available I
would reconsider the matter.
" “12: Secondly, so far'as

the decision to prosecute Mr -
MacLennan was concerned, 1

made it on what I regard ‘as
strong evidence against him.
No doubt that evidence, had

the case been tried, would

have been tested in cross-
examination if Mr Mac-
Lennan had decided to plead
not guilty.

~“I ‘made the decision.
knowing ‘of Mrs Elliott’s

second-hand allegations and -

of the fact, which she and he
had both specifically stated,
that Inspector XYZ had re-
fused to do what was alleged-
ly asked. Co

- “It is to be noted.that the
evidence -against Inmspector
MacLennan hLad . come to

‘light in the course of an en-

tirely separate investigation.
“This investigation led to

the conviction of another man

(nothing to do with RHKPF)

who pleaded guilty to.

homosexual offences.” i

After the statement ‘was
issued, Mrs Elliott swiftly is-
sued her challenge to Mr
Griffiths.

" “1 suggest he produces In--

spector XYZ to deny it,” she
said,  adopting Mr Griffiths’
codename for the European

. avoiding
“truth.”

conﬁoversy. . - N
“Ask him to come forward \
-and make that statement.
“Ask him to say ‘Mrs Elli- ;
ottislying’.” s
Mrs Elliott also explained *
why she had not taken her -
allegations of police miscon-"_
duct to CAPO. .
“I would hardly be likely
to,” she said. : :
“I've been there so many -
times that I've come to be- .
lieve that it’s a waste of time. N
“Besides, I considered this
to be a crime that should be :
reported to the Attorney- ;-
General.” S .
Denying that she was con- ¢
ducting a campaign based on
rumour and hearsay, Mrs:
Elgim;d said yttb;l; She'"]ﬁ?ll; ver .
claimed an; g publicly for :
which 3he lacked conyincing : -
evidence. - - ¢
“Of course, some. people

» are determined not to be con-: -
_vinced,” she said. ) .

“P'm disappointed that the -
Attorney-General - insists on’
ing facing up to. the:

In a further attack, Mrs’
Elliott accused Mr Grif-:
fiths of branding MacLennan® -
as a'homosexual and a sui-*
cide. - :
" “Tell .him to bring-out his:

.evidence,” she said. :
-Mrs Elliott’s camgiign for:
4 new inquiry into the Mac-:

Lennan affair came in for:
criticism in-a- statement is-’
sued by the Police: Public’
Relations Wing..© - N
. “The complaint mentioned
by Mrs Elliott in her recent:
press conference relating to;
alleged misconduct by indi-" .
vidual officers concerned with;
the MacLennan case was:

- referred by the Attorney-'

General, prior to his press
conference on Friday, May
23, to the acting Commission--
er of Police for investigation:
by the *ComPlaints Against,
Pdfi? Office,” the statement'
rea ‘

_“IﬁMﬁgation into this

" complaint is being undertak-
‘en by CAPO

and the results
of it will be considered by the
Umelco-Police Group. - -

“The complaint has been
made by an individual against:
others and until and unless it
is proven, any public com~
ment and hou of these
officers and their families is
grossly unfair and unjust.”

Mrs Elliott said she wish~
ed to make no comment o

- the police statement.

. Also last night, an organi-
sation calling. itself the Citi<
kong ‘telephoned the SCM:
Post to say that it had passed -
a message to the Commis-""

zens’ Committee - of Hong-

sioner of Police; Mr ‘Roy
" Henry, concérning th%
ter. o

inspector at the centre of the -



