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.. parameters for Patten

,; R ALASTAIR
Goodlad’s visit
t was certainly most

uccessful. At least, it is the
,7""51 visit of a Foreign Office
yMintister with Special Re-
sponsibility for Hongkong
in a long time which may be
galled successful by any
stretch of the imagination.
iThe Lords Glenarthur and
£ aithness were casy acts 1o
Adollow.

1 But Mr Goodlad visited
’Hongkong not only as the
new Minister for Hongkong,
e madc it quite obvious
Sthat he cane as a precursor
for the Governor-designate,
"Mr Chris Patten. He was
*here 1o size up the situation,
and to prepare the way by
{Gcralding what may be un-

erstood as the new Patten
Istyle.
""" The tonc is political.
‘Democratisation is the
"Nheme, and robust is the ten-
or. Certainly, Mr Goodlad
“Wwas outspoken. The contro-
vcrsy he ignited as,a parting
g.n to the local press about
*the amendment of the Basic
Law ensures that he will not
_be out of mind as soon as he
lis out of sight.

He has sct people talking.

He has given people at least
two things to talk about.
»Will the United Democrats
“get into Exco at last? Wil}
Britain ncgotiate with Bei-
,jing to increase directly
f:lcctcd scats in Legco in
o 995?
""" He then announced at
hlc same time: Mr Patten
"will give you the answer
,When he comes; Mr Patten
Will consult widcly when he
")
Jarrives; Mr Patten will prob-
"ably change the membership

fExm' after Mr Patten has

aken up his post and donce
Jns consuliation, “we will
Study [his] advice™, and
'some higher authority than
the Joint Liaison Group will
})roach the subject of further
dcmocmmahou with Bei-

ing
7, Mr Goodlad shows him-
!salf not to shy away from
sprcadmg the message, even
JWI\cn Beijing gave stifl
varnings. It may be the of-
len reiterated stance of Bei-
Jing that the Basic Law will
not be changed before 1997,
His reply is that where there
is the political will to do so.
(lhe National People’s Con-
gress could make amend-

» _ments to it.

51t may well be a result of

changing times. Back in
- gt ging

ritain, clder statesmen
such as Mrs Margaret
Thatcher and Sir Geoffrey
Howe have departed, leav-
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ing the stage to younger poli-
ticians such as Mr John Ma-
jor and Mr Douglas Hurd,
who rcflect more the think-
ing of their gencration. They
are more keen to get things
moving and less patient with
niceties. Where the clder
statesmen saw obstacles and
pitfalls, they would sec mere
shadows and mists, casily
dispelled by the light of day.
If so. Mr Patten will
comc to Hongkong armed
with a new optimism that
nothing is impossible. and
as Mr Goodlad kindlcd cx-
pectations in Mr Patten, Mr
Patten will promote opti-
mism all around himsclf.
The question is: how far
will all this take us? How
much ofall this is substance?

strongly echoed that of the
parliamentary debate then.
And for the same reasons
which one felt cynical about
the debate in Parliament
then, and more cynical still
thereafter, one would fecl
aloof about Mr Goodiad's
mcssage.

But matiers arc worse
than that. Much water has
flowed under the bridge
since 1984. We now know
how cffectual Britain has
been in Hongkong's demo-
cratisation. We now know
the reality is that where Bei-
jing is unwilling, Britain is
powerless. We now have a
whole jungle of understand-
ings and agreements binding
Britain's hands from which
Britain fcars 10 deviale.

€We now know the reality is that
where Beijing is unwilling, Britain
is powerless. We now have a
whole jungle of understandings
binding Britain’s hands from
which Britain fears to deviate.9

The people of Hongkong
want Britain to honour its
obligations to Hongkong.
These obligations have al-
ways included what Britain
can give to Hongkong if it
chooses, such as the right of
abode in Britain; and what
Britain can get from others
on Hongkong’s behalf, such
as democracy in Hongkong
afler 1997.

Those who had atiended
Parliament’s dcbate on
Hongkong back in 1984 will
remember the tonc of the
members of parliament who
spoke. One after another,
they expressed optlimism
about China and demanded
that the Hongkong Govern-
ment give democracy (o the
people of Hongkong. They
saw democratisation as the
way for Britain to withdraw
with honour — and without
cost. No one raiscd any
doubt at all that democratis-
ation would be sufficient to
solve the historical problem
of Hongkong.

The message that Mr
Goodlad brought last week

Will Mr Paucn be ab]c to
cut the Gordian knot? Docs
he mean to? Hcre Mr
Goodlad the precursor has
to admit that the overall
policy is onc of “‘contin-
uity”. He was carcful to re-
peat his government’s line
as sct down by Mr Hurd:
“First, we want to sce steady
progress towards a greater
degree of direct clections in
Hongkong. Sccond, we want
this progress to be sustained
without interruption after
the transfer of sovereignty in
1997."" Which does not
sound as if Mr Patten will be
bringing the sword.

Perhaps in spite of that,
Mr Patten is determined to
take up Parliament’s 1984
stance, amid the cheering of
libcrals in Hongkong and
the general public in Britain,
and good luck 1o him — and
us, of course. Democracy is
worth fighting for, whatever
the motive of its champions.

In any case, Mr Patten is
compclled to consider open-
ing ncgotiations with Bei-
jing. Mr Hurd and Mr Major
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have already committed
themsclves. They have said
repeatedly that if the 1991
clection is “successful™, they
would approach the Chinese
Government. Although no
time is given, they could
hardly put this off for very
much longer. Mr Major’s
positive reception of the
United Democrats of Hong-
kong representatives, Mr
Martin Lee and Mr Yecung
Sum, in London could hard-
ly signal it was a dismal fail-
ure. If, further, a good num-
ber of directly clecied Legeo
members are appointed to
Exco, the compulsion to dc-
clare the 1991 election a
“success™ will be even more
irresistible.

In a way, all this forms
the casy part. So long as the
British Government has the
political will — or rcason —
to do so, Mr Patten can casi-
ly appoint directly elected -
Legco members to Exco, and
open negotiations with Bei-
jing for a small or substan-
tial increasc in directly clect-
ed Legceo scats for 1995, The
latter will take a small mir-
acle to achieve. In fact, it
will take nothing short of
major political changes in
China. But this is no rcason
not to ncgotiale,

Moreover, provided Mr
Patten makes the right
moves, failure 1o win that
incrcase will not cost him
any loss of popularity, cspe-
cially with the British pub-
lic,

There is a much morc
difficult and much less re-
warding part, but perhaps
much morc valuablc 1o
Hongkong in the long run,
and that is to consolidaic
what we have already and
cnsurc that whatever degree
of democratisation Hong-
kong cnjoys is going 1o be
real and not mercly in form.

Central to this is the task
ofestablishing a relationship
between Legeo, Exco and
the administration which
really works, in the sensc
that things get done properly
and expeditiously, that open
government is ensured and
the executive is truly ac-
countable to the pcople
through the legislature.

The old system and old
attitude are in need of over-
haul. There has to be much
morc communication and
far greater willingness to
communicate. There has to
be the mechanisms of com-
munication. It must be en-
surcd that members of the
public have access in prac-
tice to the information they
arc entitled to, in full and in
time.




