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N breath of

Vi

fresh alr

: Yesterday s meetlng of Leglslatnve Council was §
‘memorable for the -way in ‘which eight new
* members made their maiden’. speeches and in

dolng so brought ina breath of fresh alr to the. .

Far from bemg overawed by _the occasion they u
“spoke with confidence and a fefreshing candour T
on a variety of problems. T

Moreover = they . accomphshed tlns wnth a

B welcome brevity. Eight members yesterday:spoke

lts predetermlned course

workers.

© comments of a prwilege

in the same time that it took five to. deliver their
speeches on the previous day. It must be hoped
that their direct approach will not pass unnoticed
by some of the older members.

- The general public is; of course, less concerned
 with their style and delivery than in the effect it is o
. likely to have on. the day to day worlnngs of the
“Government. - .

One must not, of course, expect nnracles -
overmght and it will take more tlian eight speeches
o shift the great administrati gernaut from

alone made the- proceednfgs
i (3 was noteworthy, for e

Partlcularly welcome in this '

frankness of Father Patrick McGovern. One of

. the major weaknessés of Legislative Councilin the

- past has been the tendency to assume a basic -

tllssnmrlanty between  Chinese and  Western -

~workers ‘in their amtudes to work, hohdays and

. conditions. . - '
It is pleasing to hear the v1ews of people - wrth »

" closer contacts and if this leads to a better deal for -

~_ - the worker a little earlier than he might otherwise

. were in 1971. It could be argued that workers. r

haverecewednt,thatwillbealltothe ood. o
‘Fr:McGovern was careful to pomt out that real -
ncomes today were ‘basically the same as they

"have: suffered -less from unemployment and .
inflationt than’some of: thelr_counterparts oversea
“but this does not alter thie fact that their condition
~are npe for mprovemen_t. 5

_ introduced eccordlng to’ a carefully planned

" Pethaps the most noteworthy speech ‘was o
_delivered by Mr Wong Lam: whose well arguedf
criticisms of the Mutual Aid ‘Committee system

g ‘commend themselves for special considération. -

These are views that are doubtless shared by
“many MAC committe¢ members.but because of
.. their mabihty to .make themselves heard in a
sufﬁcrently consmcuous pubhc forum they have T,\_: :

true value “of - the new'

x nppolntments- placnn,g .able men and women in a

_position where. their, vorces on_important matters,. »
affecting our people can be heard - and in tnne
actedupon R S : )




