Academics
lash lack of
contestants

ACADEMICS yesterday
criticised the large num-
ber of uncontested seats
in the functional con-
stituency elections, -

When nominations
closed on Monday, 12 of
the 40 candidates stand-
ing in the functional
constituencies were re-
turned uncontested.

Only 66,000 voters
have to vote in the re-
maining nine consti-
tuencies to choose their
representatives,

Chan Cheung-ming, a
lecturer in applied social
studies at the City Poly-
technic, said the trend
Wwas unhealthy,

“With so many candi-
dates uncontested and g
lot of them have been
serving since 1985, the
functional constituency
system is more inces-
tuous than the appointed
system,” he said.

Anthony Cheung Bing-
leung, senior lecturer of
City Polytechnic’s Public
and Administration De-
bartment, also criticised

e large number of
uncontested seats occu-
pied by incumbent mem-
bers.
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