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THE Government is speading $500 million to.
build quarters for its E employees in a
bid to beat mo»n.:m rents.

The plan involves redevelopment of existing
Government quarters and building of nwa on
new sites, ' .

The first project under the scheme is Eo re-

development of existing 2&.», quarters at Mount
Butler.

The Oo<8.==_m§ will knock down 14 exist--

ing old houses and build high-rise luxury wvﬁ».
ments which will have 168 flats.

The figst two blocks, comprising 84 flats,
mpleted next year.
amcc million- ‘plan would m<o=n=n=<‘

'
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EoSaa 1,200 luxury flats for top civil woénss.
This would enable the Government to release
leased flats back to the private sector and avoid
being hit by .skyrocketing rent. -

The strategy was outlined by the Gevernor,
Sir Murray MacLehose, in his wcw@ speech in
October. ,

He said -the Oo<¢§§n=~ was considering
new construction and more intensive develop-
ment of Government property to reduce the
number of private accommodations rented by

- the Government for its employees.

The Assistant Director of Accommodation
of the Administration Branch, John Gilbert,

said the Government planned to redevelop five -

old staff quarters.

“At the same time, wg have identified nine .
_ites to build quarters f
The sites, all suitable fo! SEQ accommo-

staff,” he said.

mmoo million for new Government quarters

dation is _oomﬁaa ::ocmsoﬁ the territory. Two
of them are in Shatin.

Mr Gilbert admitted that the mo»::m rent
in the private sector is the B&on factor in
forcing the Government to build its own flats

- for employees,

The Government is spending $54 million
this year to rent 743 flats for its superscale
civil. servants. The average monthly rent is
about $6,000 for a flat.

Last year, the Government spent $42
million in renting 850 flats for its civil servants,

- The average rent worked out to $4,000 a

month for a flat.

The Government 'is planning to gradually
release its leased flats back to the market so as
to ease the big demand on.luxury accommoda-
tion. L.
But Mr Gilbert said the first flat would not

be released until 1982 or 1983.

In fact, the Government is going to rent’ _wm )

more E:m ‘next year to cope with the demands
of its employees.
Soaring rent has ESN&\ moaon the Govern-

" ment to »&Fﬁ its allowance for senior civil

servants living in subsidised m»a by 20 per cent
. last month,

Senior civil servants earning about $6,500
a month are entitled to receive private tenancy
allowance from the Goveérnment.

The ‘subsidy ranges between $2,100 Ea
- $7,000 a month., For superscale civil servants
earning above $9,980 they are entitled to move

~into plush a:ﬁﬁa provided 3 the Govern-

ment.

The Government. owns some :ocmmm for civil
servants, while at the same time, rent quite a
few m»a in the market moH its oav—owoom.
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