THE system for illegal im-
migrants to appeal against
deportation was adequate,
said Sccretary for Security
Alistair Asprey.

“They can lodge a statu-
tory appeal to the Immigra-
tion Tribunal and, subse-
quently, can apply for
judicial review.

*in addition, they can
lodge a non-statutory ap-
. peal for consideration on
humanitarian grounds,” he
said.

Legislators had said the
Government should review
the system after an appeal
by six-year-oid Hai Ho-tak
{0 remain in Hong Kong
with his parents was reject-
ed by the Governor.

Legislator Elsie Tu ques-
tioned ungef what circum-
stances af illegal immigrant
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would be exempted from a
removal order on humani-
tarian grounds.

Mr Asprey said cases
would be considered excep-
tional when they could give
“humanitarian and com-
passionate reasons’. ’

“For example, the need
to receive medical treat-
ment of husbands, wives or
children may also be seen as
adequate reasons.

“For other cases, if they
win general supporl from
the community, they may
also be considered as
exceptional,” he said.

Mr Asprey added: “1 do

exceptional. There are thou-

asked to grant visa-free
privileges to Special Admin-
istrative Region (SAR}
passport holders, said Secre-
tary for Security Alistair
Asprey.

Little was presently
known about the passports,
in particular who was cligi-
ble, their status in Hong
Kong, and whether passporl
holders could be returned to
Hong Kong if they commit-
ted a crime QVerseas.

But Britain would con-
sider sympathetically cases
for entry by Hong Kong
SAR passport holders, Mr
Asprey said in reply to legis-
lator Eric Li Ka-cheung.

Mr Li was worricd the

m a “vacuum’ if Britain

not consider the case of l—b\(}AR passport would be left

sands of similar cases.”

Qnd the Commonwcalth
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BRITAIN had not been
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countrics did not take a lead!
in recognising the docu-
ment. i

Mr Asprey said Britain
had forwarded proposals 10!
China, through the Joint Li-:
aison Group, to enable SAR.
passport holders to enjoy a.
great deal of visa-free travel,:
but they had not yct dis-.
cussed the matter. )

He hoped carly agree-
ment would be reached.

The uncertainty would
not affect tourist visits 1o
Hong Kong. The Govern-
ment offered visa-free ac-
cess to visitors from many’
countries which did not!
offer visa-free access for,
Hong Kong passport hold-
ers, and he did

ol cxpect
any change of pollgy. /
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