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Cif-IINA’S pomt man on Hong Kong, K
Ly Ping, has taken to the hustings
in~the: United - States to reassure .
.. American business and political -
. leaders-that Hong Kong will con-
tinue to be a safe place to invest in. -
" affer. Beijing regams soverelgnty :

over this place in 1997.

*What is different about his pitch -

this time is that he is not making it

from: Hong Kong or Beijing. '
- Rather, he has gone directly to the. :

" home turf of the target audience.
He is also using this opportunity

to tout China’s side of the story.to -
- America. He wants to refute some

of! the fears about Hong Kong’s
future that he believes were raised
~ bysuch people as Governor Chris

Patten and Democratic Party chief .

© ‘Martin Lee on prior pilgrimages to
the United States.

taking almost the same route as Mr
Patten travelled last year.

Lu:Ping was. greatly critical of

. MrPatten’s journey at the time but. 4

now he appears to have adopted the

old adage:of “if you can’t beat -

them ‘join them” to bang his own

dnum along the same expressways.

He- does, of course, convey not

the current colonial thinking in a-

system which has only 832 days to .
run but the official long-term view -
of the future masters which longer- -*

term US investors want to hear.

'I‘hey ‘heed to' know' Beuings '

policy '+~ at least the policy as it °

. exists today — before they commlt,
* million§ of ‘dollars to both Hong'

Kong dhd mainland China.

Mr™Lu-will also provide his. |

- American audiences with some
“education ' about

: much-needetl _
\what ‘he ‘perceives to' be the

realitiés of Hong Kong.

We welcome the - insight Mr Lu
-has offered  American audiences
into Beijing’s forward planning for

" Hong Kong.

-We are glad he has spelt out some
.vitallegal - guarantees that: will

... ensure. the ‘territory’s:social ‘and
. economic sysfem ‘and way of life”
Cwill Temain unchanged for 50

‘years. But we beheVe he should do

" more than that: -

. We_wish' he would w1den hlS

,audiences to - include - those ;who

have not been targeted prevxously
by ‘Mr Patten and others. Mr Lu

“-and his colleagues should not see

-themselves as members of a “truth
squad” whose mission is to rebut

' Mr Patten’s earlier comments

Mr Lu should use this trip to

.- improve his knowledge of the

It isno coincidence that he is "A"_Westem system. Sitice he will have

to deal with that system after 1997, -
he must try ‘to understand more
about it. : 7

He also should branch out and-
meet a larger cross- -section -of the
American people — even' those
who are critical of China’s policies.
He must not adopt a blinkered

* approach and seek out only. those

American businessmen and mem—
‘bérs of the oversesds Chinese’ com-
munity who support. China’s’ pos-
rtion What's the point ofpreachmg
torthe converted" i

?Take the blmkers off Mr Lu
America is a b1g country,’ There

Larevother ‘levels of American so-

ciety who need to understand Hong

. Kong. This trip. offers a magniﬁ
..cent chance to debate ‘the " issue.
“with*some of Amerlcas so-called

z',"‘China-bashers” It -would ‘be a
“great bityl_to waste this oppor/Ji
S tunity s s L




