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Advisér lfidslegco g&’dbye

By Cecilia So

AS the curtain draws on his
Legislative Council career to-
day, Johnathan Daw’s 10-year
stay will become history
deeply etched on his heart,

Having served the council
for a decade since 1985, the
Legal Adviser has finally
chosen to say “goodbye’”’,
although he enjoyed  his
work very much. Co

He joined the Legal De-
partment in 1978 and was
seconded to Legco as legal
adviser in 1985, ) .

He submiited his retire-

ment application in January .

this year and his last appear-
ance in the Legco will be
today. - o

But the 46-year-old British
legal expert ‘is considerin
continuing his law practice

in the territory. *‘Nothin
but sadness is all I feel,” he
told the Hong Kong Standard
yesterday, .

“Tll' definitely miss the
time I spent in the Legco,”

he asserted. His work as a.
“legal adviser was “complex

and tiring buit stimulating”’.

He said he would never

forget the electoral provision
legislatiori in 1994, when he

had to work for 12 hours a

day for two weeks, v
He still has some years to
go before ‘reaching  retire-

ment age, but decided to go

because: “‘It's'the right time
for a monolingual lawyer to

“As the first. local legal
adviser, my Successor Jimmy
Ma  Yiu-tim’s: - bilingualism
and' knowledge of China’s

-elected , A8
. whole community,"

constitutional law would defi- "
nitely be an advarifage,'a"\Mr.'
Daw said. AR
“The handover of m; "job-,
would only be a matter bijef.
ing him’ on outstanding

. points because he knows the

dimension- of
well,” he said. . , .
Mr Daw said the work with
Legco hiad thanged because
membets had become more

our job very .

.. He;didn’¢ see any uncer- -
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;- tainty i’ the legal ‘adviser’s

 role following -

hand over his leadershiptoa '
bilingual lawyer.. AR

llow €. probable
dismarnitlitig’ of the current .
legislature at the handover,

. assertive;,'as " they saw ‘them- -
~-'selves ;peékiﬁ'g-qu'thdke who -
-thém, 4§ well as the -

" “The role of 4 legal adviser
is to serve the lawfull consti- .

tuted :legislature : of-

Hong
Kong,"” he said firmly, . .




