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A fault
in the
system

HE recent controver-

sy surrounding a re-

quest by a pre-voca-
tional school to delete the
word “pre-vocational” in its
English name has enlivened
the concern of many over
the system of pre-vocational
education in Hong Kong.

While this re-naming bid
has been turned down by the
Government because of the
obvious need to uphold the
original objectives of pre-
vocational training, doubts
arc looming large in the eyes
of the educators that the
present provision of pre-vo-
cational education may.
have been outmoded by the
continuing changes in the
territory’s economy and the
educational expectations of
parents and students.

In their earliest days
some 20 years ago, it was en-
visaged that the bulk of pre-
vocational pupils would,
AMer three years of pre-voca-
tional education from pri-
mary six, go into various
trades at the legal employ-
ment age of 14 (later revised
to 15) or enter approved ap-
prenticeship schemes with
associated training in a tech-
nical institute at the craft
level. )

Thus, a school may be
classified as pre-vocational
only if the curriculum in-
cludes about 40 per cent of
technical, commercial and
practical subjects for Sec-
ondary (S) 1 to 3, and about
60 per cent gcneral subjects

The technical and practi-
cal content is reduced to

. about 30 per cent in S4 and

5. The technical group in-
cludes subjects like wood-
work, light metalwork, en-
gine studies, air-condi-
tioning ‘and refngerallon
printing, textiles, fashlon
and clothing.

At present, there are 23
pre-vocational schools with
a total enrolment of 20,000.
They are supposed to offer
an alternative form of sec-
ondary education tailoring
for students with an aptitude
for practical and technical
studies.

The enrolment statistics
provided by some pre-voca-
tional educators have paint-
ed a far less rosy picture than
the Government.

While the number of
places available for S| has
been maintained at around
4,900, the total number of
entries received has dropped
from 10,000 in 1988 to 6,000
in 1993,

It has been pointed out
that the central allocation,
which takes place every year
after the pre-vocational in-
terviews are completed, has,
this year returned 890 S1 pu-
pils to the pre-vocational
stream compared with 120
in 1989. In most cases, these
centrally assigned pupils
have not chosen pre-voca-
tional schools to start with.,

The evolving changes in
the infrastructure of the lo-
cal economy and the rising
educational expectations of
the average family in Hong
Kong following from the ex-
panston in the local senior
secondary and tertiary edu-
cation have made it increas-
ingly difficult for pre-voca-
tional training to fuifil the
original mission,

The relocation of the Io-
cal manufacturing mdustry,
to places with considerably;
lower production costs,
across the border has altered,
the territory’s labour mput
from labour-intensive type;
to that with a technology
and service bias.

The fundamental aca-'
demic and practical knowl-
edge and skills that are ac<’
quired during the three years,
of pre-vocational trammg
have been proving made-
quate.

With the introduction of
S4 and $ into pre-vocational,
schools in the 80s and of S&
last year, over 80 per cent of;
the “S” students can now
have further education 1n
their own pre- vocauonal
schools up to S5, and some,
beyond. Yet, problems are,
encountered in the transi-
tion to tertiary institutions,
when senior pre- vocational,
students with better aca-,
demic performance look fory
academic advancement.

If pre-vocational schools,
are part and parcel of the lo-
cal secondary school system
they must be a viable alter-,
native to conventlonal
training offered by the gram-

ar schools.
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