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CMB misses deadline for franch1se

Battle set for

GENEVIEVE KU

The Government is poised to

open bus routes on Hong
Kong Island for tender after

China Motor Bus Company’

(CMB) failed to apply for an
extension of its franchise in
time.

Secretary for Transport
Gordon Siu Kwing-chue told
legislators at the transport
panel yesterday a decision
would be made by August.

““We do not rule out taking
a series of actions: For exam-
ple, we may invite all compa-
nies, including those outside
Hong Kong, to tender. CMB
can also take part, to give
them a fair chance.”

The current CMB fran-
chise is due to expire in Au-
gust next year. The company
must file an application, for
an extension 15 months in
advance.

Mr Siu made the remarks
as legislators criticised the
Government for tolerating
CMB’s poor performance.

Democrat Lee Wing-tat
urged the administration not
to renew the franchise. “The
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new franchisé because there
would be. insufficient buses
running if CMB doesn toper-
ate;” he said. i -
Colleague ;Albert Chan

Wiisjip said: “No one is real-
ly satisfied with CMB!s ser-

vice and yet the Government
seems even more worried,
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The firm said-it hgd-_been

company under the CMBE

franchised servicés. The™
company had beensin contin--
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A spokesman; sa'd it was
not the first tithe:GCMEMad.
failed to apply fof afranc
extension on time.’
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Exco, but the profit-control
SCheme and exclusivity of
routes would be cancelled.




