£$700m

A $700 MILLION public

pected fo be built to detect virus-

es, the Department of Health

sald yesterday., . .
Testing would be’ sDeeded up

at the centre, which.is planned

for completion by 2001, said
. provisional urban councillor
Steve Chan Kwok-leung, quot-
ing an official, after talks with
two departments to discuss the
dlscovery of the HAN1 m:an in-
“fluenza virus, . ¢

- Thevirus, respomlble for the
de'nh of a three-year-old boy,
took three months to identify. -

Funding for the new centre
would require approval {from the
provisional legislature. '

Mr Chan, of the Democratic
Party, proposed to the Health
and the Agriculture and Fisher-
ies departments that tests be
‘made on mainland-imported
chickens before they went on
sale,

“Only 25 per cent of the
chickens we eat are local; the

Mr Chan said.
"“We hope they will bring in ]
stricter testing system like the

S G

virus testmg
laboratory planned

health laboratory centre is ex- -

rest are imported from Chinsa,”-
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-one'we have for imported cows.

. They do separate and observe

ythe cows fora period ofhme," he
; sa]d

Mr Chan said the Govern--
ment only conducted a “simple’
eye test™ to see whether 1mp0rt~
ed chickens were dead or
cramped in the cage.

His suggestion was rejected
by the Agriculture and Fisheries
Department on staffing grounds
-~ the department has 12 offi-
_cials working at its laboratory. -

The Department of Health's
community ‘medicine consui-
tant, Dr Mak Kwok-hang, dis-
missed a suggestion by the
World Health Organisation
that the samples of HSNI from
the boy were tainted.:; :

‘At this stage, the Unned
States’ Centres for Disease
Control is conducting expen-
ments, :

“So far there is no evidence
that these two samples, the
HS5N1 strain find in poultry and
the other find in humans arethe
same,” he said.

N




