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10m lost through

meter tampering

THE Government is los-
ing up to $10 million in
. revenue a year due to
parking meter tampering,

- according to the Commis-

stoner for Transport, Mr

~ Gordon Siu Kwing-chue,

-

He said steps would be

- taken to prevent meter tam-

pering, which had become a

» major concern for both the
.+ police and the Transport
i. Department.

. One preventive measure
. could be installing a metal

. device inside each of the

» 14,000-0dd parking meters

in Hongkorig to stop pointed

-+ objects from being usced to
- turn the meters' wheels.

. The department’s reve-

. hue is expected to rise by

$26 million in 1991 after the

;- measure is in place.

The cost of ﬁltiné the

. cquipment would only

amount to about $40 for

~ gach mcter.

Last year, ihe Transport
Department collected

. $111.5 million in parking
mcler revenue, representing
drop of $14.6 million from
126.1 million the previous

ar. /s N

The Legislative Council’s Finance Committee
yesterday began a three-day debate on the
1990-91 Budget. Reports by DAPHNE
CHENG and SHIRLEY YAM.

, Mr Siun told legislators
that tampering was one of

the reasons for the reduction

in revenue, .

Other reasons included
the removal of parking me-
ters in busy areas due to var-
ious traffic management

-schemes; temporary suspen-

sion of parking meters to fa-
cilitate road works; and a
rise in the number of cases of
ageing meter breakdowns.

The Transport Depart-
ment plans to instali 4,000

more parking meters in the.

next five years.

Plans are also afoot to re-
place about 7,000 old meters
over the next three years.

The parking meters cur-
rently in use are mechanical
devices. Mr Siu said his de-
partment would consider
importing new electronic
models being dgvefoped in

the franchised bus compa-
nies, with China Motor Bus
{CMB) accounting for 9!
cases, Kowloon Motor Bus
(KMB) 582 cases, and New
Lantau Bus (NLB) four

a  Cases.

Gordon Siu -

could also be applied to oth-
er purposes such as tunnel
toll collection. - *

Meanwhile, the Trans-
port Department last year
handled 1,411 complaints
against public transporta-
tion, representing a slight
decline over the 1,452 han-
dled in 1988, i

Most were lodged against -

Mr Siu said the com-
plaints were mainly about
the performance of bus con-

" ductors and the schedule of

buses.
There were 93 com-

- plaints against taxi services.

. Mt Siu said he was satis-
fied with the way the com-
plaints were dealt with by
the parties concerned.

The success rdte in deal-
ing with franchised bus com-
pany-related complaints
was 51 per cent for CMB, 36
per cent for KMB, and 25
per cent for NLB, .

The department has re-
tained area road pricing as 4
longer term option to tackle
traffic congestion, ds new
technology is being devel-
oped.

The system is to charge
motorists for the use of
roads in selected districts.’
The levy on the busiést

roads during the busiést pe:
riods would be the highegt&




