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"By TOMMY LEWIS
.TEN taxi drivers believed to
‘belong to a syndicate in-
volved in meter tampering
.were arrested in an opera-
tion in Wong Tai Sin yester-
day.
: Kowloon's traffic police
.-and officers from the Trans-
.port Department and the
. Post Office mounted the
four-hour operation which
ended at 6 pm.
1t was launched after nu-
~merous complaints from
..taxi passengers who had
~been overcharged.
., Officials at the Post Of-
.fice have also received com-
plaints that some wave-
- bands have been aflected by
-people illegally using two-
way radios. The radios can
\l')s used to tamper with taxi

*elcrs. J’

A lengthy police investi-
gation concluded a triad-
linked syndicate might have
been opcrating a fleet of
taxis, the meters of which
were fixed to inflate fares.

The arrested drivers,
aged between 35 and 51,
were questioned at Kowloon

traffic police headquarters. -

They were released on
police bail last night but
were ordered to report back
next week. R

In yesterday’s operation,
14 taxis were intercepted
and examined.

All but one of the taxis
were returned to the drivers
after the_illegal radios had
been disconnected.

A police source said in-
vestigating officers belicved
the drivers had spent sub-
stantial sums on installing

2(10 taxi drivers arreste
for using rigged meters

devices that could at least

* double their daily income by

speeding up the meters.
Police believe drivers|
have been using mobile tele- 1
phones to send electronic
pulses to trigger meters to
run faster — a technique
which is difficult to detect.

The majority of the syn-
dicate's fleets are known to
have operated at the airport |
and around major hotels in
Tsim Sha Tsui to prey on
toutists.

In January, police arrest-
ed three taxi drivers for tam-
pering with their meters to
more than double fares.

In one of the taxis, police
found a device installed next
to the clutch which clocked
up another 90 cents every
time the driver touched it
with his foot.

HINA MORNING POS
4 MAY 1993 '




