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A’Ccounting rates\ _
“to remain secret

THE Government refused to
press Hongkong Telecom
Internationa) to reveal jts jp-
ternationa) telephone ser-
vices® accounting rates,
;Accounting rates are the
rges to deliver callg from
t8ther countries,

Over recent Years, the
number of outgoing calls has
exceeded incoming calls and
Hongkong Telecom has
been making pe¢ Payments
fo its overseas counterparts,

he Secretary for Eco-
nomic Services, Gordon Siy
Kwing-clme, said Hongkong
Telecom negotiated to lower
the accounting rates,

“But success depends on
the other party agreeing ang
since in most cases the other

rty is a net recipient this jg
t easy,”
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Other countries did not
disclose thejr accounting
rates and Hong Kong’s nego-
tiating position would be
weakened if j¢ did so. This
would ultimately leave high-
er tariffs for local consumers,
He said the interests of
the public were protected by
the Office of Telecommuni.-
cations, which had foll de.
tails of aj account rate
agreements entered into by
the Company and the profit-
ability of the 1DD services.
he information would

- be used ¢q ensure IDD

charges were fair.
But Mr Siu noted that the
office was set up to arbig
between different local tel¢
phone operators,
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