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After blazing the trail, two come through with flying colours

A feminine to

By Jonathan Hiil

FIRE-FIGHTING will gain a
touch of “caution” and “level.
headedness” next week when
the first two women to pass
through training school re-
port for duty, fire chiefs said
yesterday.

For the past six months
Kwok Lai-shan, 25, and Wu
Laifong, 24, have run, car-
ied and written their way

ough an exhausting
colirse for which many fail to
even qualify.

Ms Kwok, a former Correc-
tional Services Department
officer and Ms Wu, pre-
viously a secondary school
teacher, will be the first
women in Hong Kong to help
fight blazes and cut victims
from car wrecks.

They were among 67 fiope-
fuls who applied for the tra-
(.:litionaliy male posts follow-
Ing a move last spring by the

. Fire Services Department to
.throw open its recruitment
for operationai duty to both
sexes:

F_‘ema.le applicants must
weigh at least 11§ bounds
! (52.66 kilograms) and, like
I their male counterparts,

must stand a minimum of 5 ft

6ins (1.68 metres) tail.

But uniike police officers,
‘the applicants must be able to
operate without visual aids —
essential when smoke and

. water are constantly encoun-
‘tered at the scene of an
emergency, fire officials said.

The two women, who said
both their families and
friends supported their ca-
reer move, had to lug 50
pounds of breathing appar-
atus up a 20-floor building,

Apparently unperturbed,
Ms Kwok, who has a
boyfriend overseas, said: “I
think this is good preparation
before I come across this (for
real).”

They are allowed, as are the
men, to seek assistance when
carrying the 160-pound “casu-
alty” away from the sceneofa
fire, also part of the course.

Loo Wing-lam, the school’s
commandant, insisted yester-

probationary station officer,
said the women were clearly
struggling at first, but he
praised them for carrying out
after-hours exercises to keep
up with the class.

The male response to the -

policy shift had been positive,

it was claimed, and Mr Loo

believed more women would

" come forward for the post,
which offers a starting salary
of $16,710 a month.

watch gruesome footage of

disaster scenes and view pic-
‘tures of charred bodies as
part of their stint at the Fire
Services Training School in
Pat Heung.

uch to ﬁre-ﬁghting

day that the women had
exactly the same training
requirements as men and
would receive no special
treatment in the field.

The women had taken
about three months to reach
the same point of physical
fitness as the men, but had
cooler heads and took a more
cautious approach under
pressure, Mr Loo said.

Ng Chan-leung, 26, a fellow

However, despite the
dozens of applications last
yvear, only one had applied
since 1 January. Fire officers
say the men's sentiments will
not be seen until the women
begin working alongside
them.

The two women and the
eight male recruits will need
to work for another two and a
half years before they are
confirmed as station officers.



