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lna or the>company involved, or

graft claims
sent to ICAC

By DARREN GOODSIR

THE ICAC revealed yester-
day that 110 graft com-
plaints involving mainland
enterprises in Hong Kong
had been lodged by the end
of August.

Commissioner Bertrand
de Speville said, however,
that only 52 matters “with a
PRC connection™ had been
considered worth pursuing.

Last year, 207 reports
were lodged — 136 of which
were investigated ~ but 5]
related to a driving licence
scanda). . L

Mr de Speville remained
ambivalent on the question
of prosecutions, citing diffi-
culties in getting evidence,
but confirmed arrests had
followed such complaints.

He also remained silent
on the source of complaints,

Mr de Speville’s com-
ments were the first since his
return on Saturday from a
three-day tour to China.

During his second visit

lan next year's internation-

to the mainland he had met
\;enior corruption fighters to

al graft conference in Bei-
jing. .

It is understood he also
sought clarification on state.
ments made this year by
Liang Guoqing, deputy pro-
curator-general in the Sy.
preme People’s Procurator.
ate, of China wanting to take
direct action in Hong Kon

against corrupt officials o -
-+{ nowned for bribing mainland

mainland enterprises.
ICAC sources said My
Liang stressed he was mis.-
understood and did not
mean interference in the
territory’s jurisdiction.
Mr de Speville did not
claborate on discussions,
but cautioned against misin-
terpreting the figures on
mainland enterprises.
“These figures, viewed in
absolute terms, are not par-
ticularly significant,” he
said, after outlining to legis-

lators ICAC policy commit-

ments for the coming year.
“When we say PRC-re-
lated, we do take a very
broad meaning to that term,
“If the complainant, or

the subject of the complaint,
@m&mm y

© gy e e

the transaction complained
about has a PRC connection,
then we put them into this
group of figures.”

Mr de Speville said he
was pleased with the assis-
tance of the Chinese Enter-
prise Association, the bedy
representing 950 such firms
in the territory, and com-
mended their dedication to
promoting proper business
conduct.

They were one of six
business chambers who
helped organise a business

" ethics seminar in May.

Mr de Speville also hint-

ed Chinese authoritjes
" would soon be taking crimi-

‘ nal action against Hong

Kong businessmen re.

' officials in return for favour-
able treatment,

“I am quite sure it won’t
be long before a Hong Kong
businessman or his employ-
ee comes badly unstuck in
China” he said.

“I have to say I don’t ac-

cept for a moment that Hong

i Kong businessmen — or for-

{eign businessmen — in

| China are simply the unwill-

i ing victims of approaches

' made to them.

“I believe, in some in-

hey are the initia-

.. the Chinese have

e to realise that.

“Increasingly, the spot-

light — the focus of their at-

tention — is coming on the
ayer of the bribe and not
erely the receiver.”

r de Speville said the
maNr problem in prosecut-
ing pXivate sector corruption
was the reluctance of em-

. ployers to confirm thejr

workers were not entitled to

secret commissions.

This was across-the-
board — not simply restrict-
ed to complaints with a PRC
element.

Mr de Speville also re-
ported ICAC concern about
small numbers of disciplined
service officers indulging in
corruption along the border
and in the protection of vice
and gambling centres.

He said officers had been
argeted for raids.




