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’50-year wait for medals

MR Stephen Chow, 72,
(right) was presented with
his war medals 50 years
after the battle for Hong-
kong that broke out in De-
cemher 1941,

Mr Chow could only re-
ceive the medals half-s-cen-
tury later because after the
war he settled in Thailand.
He came back to the terri-
tory especially to receive the
honour.

He wagepresented with a
39/45 sgdt, a Pacific star, a
war rgédai and a defence

medal at the passing out pa-
rade of 124 recruits of the
Royal Hongkong Regiment
at the regimental headquar-
ters in Happy Valley.

At the age of 22, Mr
Chow was mobilised as a pri-
vate with his comrades in No
3 Company of the Hongkong
Volunteer Defence Corps on
December B, 1941.

Ten days Iater, while en-
gaging Japanese troops in
bitter fighting, the company
was dispersed and he was

separated from his com-
rades.

He was forced to join the
corps’ headquarters at Cen-
tral Unit antil the end of the
war, when ke joined {he Brit-
Ish Army Aid Group in
China,

As an engineer, Mr Chow
was transferred to work for
the Americansin building an
airfleld, !

He was evacuated from
Guilin and stayed in Kun-

ming until the Japanes -
render in August 1945,



