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pe of §chuols to use mothe

'By STELLA LEE
ABOUT 70 per cent of Hong
Kong's 392 secondary
{schools are expected to use
‘Chinese as their teaching
'medium by 1998, with the
iEducation Department siep-
‘ping up efforts to encourage
principals to make the
iswitch, '

' While only 52 schools
have opted 1o teach in Chi-
Inese under the new language
'policy starting at Form One
‘this month, another 120

schools have indicated they
will eventnally switch to
mother-tongue teaching.
Most of these would like
to make the change by 1998.
The new language policy
is aimed at letting students
learn in the language most
suitable to them and avoid
the common but undesir-
able practice of using both
Chinese and English in class.
While 59 per cent of this
year’s Form One students
have shown they would

learn more effectively in
Chinese, 223 schools have
opted for English as the ma-
jor teaching medium.

The Education Depart-
ment will also launch a
three-year monitoring pro-
gramme this year aimed at
another 150 schools that did
not choose to teach in the
language that suited their
students' language ability.

Among these schools,
about 120 were undecided
on whether they would

r tongu

~matics and other language-

make a switch to use Chi-
nese while the rest said they
were not interested in chang-
ing.

The monitoring pro-
gramme will include tests on
Chinese, English and mathe-

related subjects such as his-
tory and geography.

1f the results find that a
school has made a wrong
choice on teaching medium
the department will advise,
them to change.




