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THE Government has yet to
timetabie the abolition of
the death penalty.

A spokesman said yester-
day it was too early to give
firm details of when amend-
ing legislation was likely to
be passed.

With a full agenda for
Legco to the end of the cusr-
rent session, it was unlikely
to be introduced until the
next session which begins in
October.

“The administration is
considering the legislative
measures required 1o imple-
. ment the decision,” he said.

Following the majority
vote for the motion urging
the abolition of capital pun-
ishment, it is likely that life
imprisonment will be the
new term.

Unlike other common
law jurisdictions, there is no

mandatory life imprison-
menti on the stalute books in
Hongkong.

But its introduction in
place of the death penalty
would be opposed by the
chairman of the human
rights group, Justice, Dr
Nihal Jayawickrama, be-
cause it removes any possi-
bility of release before natu-
ral death and is contrary to
the concept of prisoner reha-
bilitation.

Non-mandatory life im-
prisonment, on the other
hand, creates the opportuni-
ty for release and is applica-
ble presently in all commut-
ed death sentences and a

range of serious crimes in-

cluding those relating to pos-
session and use of firearms,
manslaughter, attempted
murder and wounding with
intent 10 cause grievous

bodily harm,
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All 39 men and one
woman on death row had
been convicted of murder.

A life sentence in Hong-
kong generally means for the
term of a prisoner’s natural
life, subject to rulings by the
Board of Review — Long
Term Prison Sentences.

Reviews of sentences

take place automatically
after the first five years and
thereafter every two years,

This week’s motion, Dr

Jayawickrama said, had .

tegitimised the status quo in
a practical way so that in a
sense there was no urgency
about the ensuing legislative
process,

“But things are better
done soon,” he added.

And as soon as it is done
Britain would be able to rati-
fy the Second Optional Pro-
tocol to the International

olition date uncértain/\g

Convention on Civil and
Political Rights which was
passed in [989.

Aimed at the immediate
stoppage of all executions
and the abolition of death
penalities by all signatories,
Britain has voted in {avour
of the protocol but has yet to
ratify it

In the meantime drafling
instructions from Security
Branch would be given to
the law drafisman in the Le-
gal Department to create an
amendment bill, once the
Government had decided
on the options.

The bill would in turn be
taken to the Executive
Council and, if agreed,
would be gazetted, intro-
duced into the Legislative
Council and subject to
further detailed study byNy
committee, would be passedV
into law after three readings.




