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HONG KONG STANDARD

Beijing brought up to date on'
proposed sewerage Sy

By MICHAEL \WEEKS

HINA has been bricled on
the inulti-hillion dollar
scheme to clean up Hongkong's
outdated sewerage system and
will he clasely involved in plan-

ning and canstruction.

Deputy Secretary for Plan-
ning, Envivomment and Lands
Tony Cooper said the close cn-
operalion was vundertaken to
ensure the Stralegic Sewage
Disposal Scheme was con-
pleted after 19972

Governor Chris Patien was
criticised last week pfter ear-
marking nearly $4 billion
towards the launch ol the proj-
ect because he made no pro-
visions for its complelion dur-
ing his policy address.

The money would go fowards
the $7.3 billion required for the
first stape of the scheme, which

involves collection of sewage
from Kowloon, the New
Territories and eastern Hong-
kong for treatment at
Stonecutters Island and is
scheduled for completion by
1997.

The second singe involves the
building of a g5 kilomelre-long
eMuent ot fall into the Sotth
Clhina Sea. Later phases would
Jink the rest of the island to the
nedwork.

Bt critics said there was no
guaranice the post-148¥7 Special
Administirative legion govern-
ment would finish the mam-
molh public warks scheme, es-
pecially given the helly tag of
£17.8 hillion. '

“We have hriefed Chinaon
the scope ol the plan and they
are now assisting us in studies
on phase lwo,” Mr C(mpei' spid.
“T dnn't think there will be any

project

probiems in realising the whole
plan in the long run.” He
stressed the scheme was the
only feasible way to tackle
Hongkong's gewage problem.
¢ *Jt provides the pest solution
in the shortest possible time,” .
he sald. *Stage one will collect
about 70 per cent of the pol-
lution Joad for Victorla Har- {
bour.” | il Cod
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