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By MICHAEL CHUGAN}
Hohgkofg "'and
Chinese officials are -
locked in sensitive
negotiations - gver .
how: to” issue; new
identity. cards valid
beyond 1997 without
infringing the sover-
eignty of either Brit- .
ain or China. -
Beijing's leaders . —.
always cautious over na-
tionality matters -— are
considering how . the’
Hongkong - authorities
can issuc identity cards
giving "right" of abode
here which are valid be-
yond 1997 when  British

sovercignty ends.

:And | as  controversy
mounts over Hongkong's new .
passport, the Government
has made clear China Ras the
final “say ,on..whether- local
Chiridse’ will .be ‘allowed ' to
hold ' both a British- and- a
Special Administrative Rev~
gion passport after 1997, -

Britain allows dual nation-
ality, bul Beijing has yet 1o
indicate il an cthnic- Chinese
here will be permltted to get .
a‘prSAR passport while hold- -

Clearing the

air

The release of the Order-in-Council nnd details of the new

passports by the Government last week have created much

confusion;

in an attempt 1o clarify the issue, the SCM Post published

14 queslions on
Government,

Saturday which were hen passed on to (he

Today on Page 16 we publish the replies.

ing a British National (Over-

© S¢as) passport,

There was carlier wide-
spread belicl that an ethnic
Chinese born before 1997
would have the benefits of
poSsEssing two passports,

But a government spokes-
man told the SCM Post yes-
terday: “Whether Chincse na-
lionals living in the Hong-
kong SAR can hold both an
SAR 1travel documem and a
BN{0) passport at the same
Llime is a matler for the SAR
government.™ -

The spokesman alse made
clear that non-Chincse resi-
dents would not have an
absoluté righi of abode in
Hongkong afier 1997,

He was replying 10 a series
of 8CM Post quesiions deal-
ing the new British Nalional
(Overseas) status which wil)
replace the current British
Dependent. Territaries Citi-
zen status, and the British

Overseas Citizen status for

“the

minority groups born after
1997,

When asked how the
present colonial government
could issuc an identily card
carrying with it permanent
residency in Hongkong which
s valid after 1997, the
spokesman replicd terscly;

“This is onc of the 1echpical

issues being discussed with
the Pecople's Republic of
China Government.”

When asked if the new 11D
cards would be issued by the

curcent government ot the fit-

ture SAR government, the
spokesman again said the
matlers were being discussed
with Beijing without poing
into details.

Such sensitivity suppesis
two sides have {ound
themselves in an awkward

" posilion, - .

The 1997 agrcenient states
clearly that 11> cards piving
holders the right of abode in
Hongkong will be issued by

the SAR goveenment.

Yet only last month, the
Chicl Sceretary, Sir David
Akers-Tones, said Hongkong's
new identity cards would he
issued in the next few years
— before the binth of the SAR
government and would
hopelully be valid afler 1997,

And last week, the Gov
ernment made clear holders
of the new BN(Q) passport
would have the right of abode
in Hongkong thiough their
11> cards,

Since new BN(O) passpar
will become avaidable from
1987, this sugpests new 1D
cards stating the right of
abode will also have to be:
come available at that time.

So whao issucs the cards? A
colonial government with jusi d
12 years left to kive, or an as
yet non-existent SAR govern-
ment? \

Although the spokesman
did not go into detail, it is
undersiood sensitjve propos-
als have been put 1o the Bei-
jing leaders who apparently .
do not wanl 10 be rushed into

- making a final decision,

It is apparently heing put
10 the Chinese leaders {hat HE
is in the interest of Hong-
kong's stabitity that Beijing
should altow {he authoritics

here toissue I cards that are
valid some timee afier 1997, 1
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new ID card

“ (Cont’d from Page 1)
Otherwise, everyony ng-
kang will have to find them-
sclves lining up for now 113
citrds yet again once sover-
cipnty changes hands.

: Non-Chinese  Hongkong
residents who  hold  BN(())
passports will find themselves
it the unudual and dubioys
position of being entitled 10
British consular proteetion in
Hongkong afier 1997 cven if
they were born here,

Y Analysts warn that this
will give the impression that
miinorily groups are outsiders
and cannol treat Hongkong as
their home.

The government spokes-
man alse made clear only
China could grant the abso-
lute right of abode in Hong-
kong to the children of
minarity groups born afler
1997 who will be entitled
only to a British Overseas
Citizen status passport.

Unlike children of eilinic
local Chinese who will pet
awlomatic right of abode if
they are horn here or even
abroad, children of minority |
groups born after 1997 must |
acqwire the right of abode by
living continuously in Hong-
kong for seven years and de-
claring this as their perma-

wAitnt place of residence.,

—_——— .

ﬁ997 i]liéry onl




