Legistators find they are nof we

200 democrat

By Palitical Desk and
David Healy in Londan

HE unsuccessful

protest trip by the

Coalition to Oppose

the Provisional
Legislature 1o Beijing  has
revealed that China has a
blacklist of 200 Hong Kong
peoile who are not welcome
on the mainland,

This list includes the entire
leadership of the Democratic
Party, which forms the largest
bloc in the Legislative Coun-
cil and which received mo_e
than 60 per cent of vote in
last year’s election.

The blacklist was revealed
when public security officials
checked the names of the
protesters against copies in
their hands.

Xinhua Hong Kong deputy
director Zhang Junsheng last
night denied the existence of
such a list,

The eight coalition mem-
bers who were barred from
leaving their Dragonair fligh(
at Beijing said t%ey saw the
names of all 40 members oy
the party’s standing com:
mittee and its executive com.
mittee  in  the three-page
document.

But the first name on the
list was not a party member. It
was legislator and former civi]
servant  Elizabeth  Wong
Chien Chilien, who is also a

member of the coalition and

was to have accompanied the
group but was denied a visa.

Other names spotted by
the group were party chaip-
man Martin Lee Chu-ming,
Farty whip Szeto Wah, legis-
ator  Cheung Man-kwaong,
former Meeting Point vice.
chairman Luk Shun-tim and
Central and Western District
Board chairman Yuen Bun-
keung.

Until now it had heen
generally believed that just a
handful of party leaders were
persona non grata in China.

Mr Lee fast night ex-
pressed surprise over the
extent of the list. “'I think the
Chinese side wants o contain
and eliminate our party,” he
said.

The coalition denounced
the Chinese government as
“a liar” for keeping a secret
blacklist.

“Director Lu Ping has said
the Democratic Party can
participate in elections after
the handover, but how can
we be involved in politics
when we can't getin or out of
Hong  Kong?™  spokesman
Andrew Cheng Kar-foo said.

The coalition will petition
Xinhua News Agency - today
for the return of their e
return permits, Theywill alsg
meet Solicitor-General
Daniel Fung. o

The Hong Kong overs
ment and British Foreigr
Office both stated: “We are
surprised that C'Feople travels
ling on valid PRCissued
travel documents have net
been permitted to enter
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China, but this is a matter
between China and the
people concerned.

“As we have repeatedly
said, it would be in Hong
Kong's interests for Chinese
officials to talk to all shades of
opinions in Hong Kong, es
pecially  the ()[i)inions of
democratically elected rep-
resentatives of the Hong
Rong people.”

Xinhua deputy Mr Zhang
said the coalition's actions
were a  “political show”
which  would affect the
national security of China
even though they did not
carry any weapons. Speaking
after the launching of a new
book on the Basic Law, Mr
Zhang said coalition mem-
bers must respect China's
laws when in Beijing.

“Do  you think that
national security will only he
affected when  they carry
weapons?’' he asked. “You

can think about it. They have .

already petitioned, paraded
and protested here and com-

ing to our doorsteps to grah
or burn or whatever. But
these are their own matters.

“But when you come to
Beijing you are in the main-
land and you must abude by
mainland laws and you must
maintain and protect the
stahility of the state.”

In London, Chief Secc-
retary Anson Chan Fang On-
sang saidd she was disap-
pointed and surprised the
legislators had been barred
and said she would take it up
with Beijing and the ¥inhua
News Agency in Hong Kong,

“I think the people of
Hong Kong would prefer to
see greater tolerance of
broader points of view par-
ticularly for democratically
elected members of Legco,”
she said, after a 40-mmute
meeting with Prime Minister

John Major. She did not raise
the issue with Mr Major.
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12: 30-2:30 pm
.12:45 pm

1:30 pm

' 4:00 pm -

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
6:30 am ® Coalttlon members assembie at Kal Tak,
8:00 am ®  Alrcratt daparts for Beljing,
10:45am . e Alfiraft anived at Befjing Alrport.
11:00 am @20 amed securlty offices board the
. " plane to identify Coailtion members.
11:30 am ®  Five Hong Konig teporters flying In the
U - sae plané detakned i d:sinii house
"‘.:'I.naﬂl'w... TR . g A q :
®  Coalltion members Isolated In the first
" classcabinet. . ¢
11:45 am SIx other reparters halng accused of

. possessing related materlals detamed In
 the customn aren of the Beljing Alrport.
& Six reparters questlioned individually.
®  More than 20 local and forelgn
tepoiters walting outside the aliport
detalned for two hours. ;. .

. Coslition members did Bhe reporter fly

hack to Hong Kong on the same alreraft,

‘@ 8Ix paporters sign statement of

repéntance befdre felease.




	SCN_20090918113922_008.pdf
	SCN_20090918113922_009.pdf

