$46m proposal
~ for adult
educahon

7/2/557)

~ A PROPOSAL of $46

million for the purpose of

subsidising private . adult
education -institutions has

® A coordmanng body

should. be assigned or setup

to ensure that -the quality
and contents of subsidised

been made by the adult and continuing
Hongkong Agsociation for: education = programmes -are
Continuing © Education to mamtmned.

the Education. Department. s+ - et
According ~ to the

chairman of . the association,

Miss Therese Shak, the

Government has no police

whatsoever in subsldlsmg

voluntary agencies and
non-profit making group for -
‘carrying :out .. adult
education.

The association pomted‘
out that according to- the
Government education
stanst:cs ini the last five .
. 50 : per’ .cent or
,259639 students, .of the
12-17 age group have no
chance- to study m
secondary schools.

At present,  only four
institutions which provide
adult .education . course
receive subsidies from - the
Government. They are the
two universities,
‘Polytechnic, technical
institutes and the Adult
Education Section’ of the
Education Department.

The sociation
at the proposed
amount reptesents only 2.9
pér  cent \of ‘the total
education budget.

"~ “However, over 60 per
cent of the education
budget goes to subventions
for secondary schools.
Adult education courses;
provided by voluntary and.
non-profit ‘making
organisations - have been
playing equal important
role, therefore, the
gove ent should have a

to subsidise them.

“jt will turn out to be
more economical and
efficient for the
Government to  subsidise
these otrganisations . than
setting. up: a sepatate
programme . to ‘cater for the
total . potential . student
populatlon of ‘adult
education,” the assoc:anon
suggested.

-+ Miss Shak smd that if
the "Govemnment approved
to grant subsidies, a
decrease in tuition fees and
a raise in teachers’. salaries
might be possible.

She also suggested that
training courses should be
“set "up  to tra.m more
pT ofesswnal ‘e,',ache;s
“because ‘one ‘of thé""present
d!fﬁculues is” the lack of
manpower.
- Four recommendauons
have bteen made to: the .
Education Department.
They are: -
- @ A clear and concrete
-policy on adult education
should be spelled out in the
Governiment Green Paper on
Senmior Secondary - and,
Tertiary Education, which 1s
now under preparation.

® A 5-year plan should
be devised to fully subsidise | *
‘nonprofit making agencies
offering adult and
! continuing education




