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‘:THE Educa'tion. De-

partment’s decision to

abolish the Junior

Secondary "Assess-

ment (JSEA) scheme
in the next academic
-year is “a good step”,
Jocal educators say.
~ The Department plans

to replace the public ex-

-amination with a scheme
‘which allocates Form
‘Four places based on a

‘school’s historical pass -

rates, The Standard re-
ported yesterday.

.= Under the vplan, next
year’s JSEA test should be
‘the last one ever.

9- Mr David Cheung, prin-
«eipal of the Carme!l English
School and a member of
+the original working group

set up-to study the JSEA, -

Said the ;plan “for the vast

majority of schools is a -

good- step.”

>= Another member of the
working  group, Mr Peter
Tee, - praised the depart-
qment for its decision to

abollsh the exammatlon,.
saying the new system will .

prov1de “contmulty of
study.

- “There is a guaranteed
percentage of children who
¢an stay intheir own

Erevocattonal School, said.

- Legislative ‘Councillor

Yeung Po-kwan, principal
- of Ming Yin College, called

the plan -“one my fellow
7 . . .

chools,” Mr Lee, the pfin-_
¢ipal of Caritas St Francis'
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Abolition of JSEA
good step: educators

— four years ahead of schedule.’

Anx1ety
exam

gets the
axe early

THE comrmerslal Jumor Secondary Education Assessment
(JSEA) scheme will be abolished in the next academic year

" The Assessment scheme — which consists of an examination. 10
select those Form Three students who are allowed to continue

Our Page One story yesterday

principals should be satis-
fied: with.” .

Under the new system,
schools will be assessed for,

the number of -students

over the past three years
who attained subsidised
Form Four places. .

The average of that total
will be the number of stu-
dents who will be allowed
promotion each year under.
the new scheme.

For a school which had
80 percent .of its Form

“Three students go on to

Form Four in the past three
years, 80 percent of its stu-
dents will be promoted this
year as’ well.

The Education Depart-
ment’s Assistant Director
for Building and Systems,

Mr Andy Llang, said

schools with low historical
pass rates are generally
schools with lower
academic standards.

But as the number of

available Form Four places

increases, he pointed out,
the number of studénts who
continue their educations
will also increase. :
A department spokes-
man said it hopes that by
1991 there will be enough -
places for all Form Three

‘students who want to con-

tinue on to Form Four.
In the meantlme, howev-

“er, competition for places

among Students will remain .
a fact of life.

The plan also means,
there will. be competmon
among schools, since the

department plans to change
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aliocation .of. classes to

_ schools based on how many

of their students get prom-
oted to Form Four.

But some schools, which
have six Form Three classes
but only four Form Four
classes, also have a high
proportion of students get-

- ting. subsidised places — -

meaning that not all eligible

students can remain in thelr

own schools. .

:Other schools, which'are .

“symmetncal” -becaiise

-they have five classes each

of Forms Three and Fo\ur

do niot have as'many eligi- -

ble students and will have
to take in students from

- other schools.

. The department. plans to -
restructure some of the °

: “asymmetncal” schools -~
.with good performance re- °

s

a. J

cords into “symmetrical”
schools. These schools
would gain  classes in the
upper forms.

Hewever, - some™ “sym-
metrical” schools with low-
er standards could tose
Form Four classes and be-’
come “asymmetrical”. -

If the consultative docu-
ment released - yesterday is
accepted, 30 symmetncal”
schools will become “asym-
metrical” and-:30 “asym-.
metrical” schools will be- .
come “symmetrical”.

The switch, set for
September 1987, would be
based on the schools’ per- -

-centage of promotable stu-

dents from 1983/84 though
1985/86. -

Mr Wong Kam-cheung,
principal of . Sung. Tsun

‘Middle School, yesterday
“criticised - the plan




