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L-:.graduate

_ plans

':ahead
provision does ran ahead of -
"demand on a basis of 40

"TEACHERS

The White l"ape'r 3150

“links the promotion.. of
=) teachers . in.
“government and aided
schools with their having
réceived.. teacher educat:on.
While this is a step in_the

nglit direction, I feel“that

the Government, after
iscussion  with
teacher education  for
graduates, should declare a -
certain date after which all
'new graduates eéntering-the
_teaching profession must be
trained. Not to insist on
“teacher education is to deny
teachmg the. status of a,
profession and o accept the
fallacy . that anyone who has
a ‘certain minimum of
‘academic knowledge or
practical skill can: teach.
Similarly I regret that no
mention is made of any
las to phase out the
giving of teaching ‘permits
to untrained non-graduates,

~ though that affects primary

and  junior secondary

- education rather than senior.

secondary. The promise that
!:he- Government will
mmtroduce “‘regular refresher
courses for teachers is a
welcome one; I hope that
there will be a large number

/

- . _the
.- Universities, whxch provide

‘of such courses. With regard-

to teacher education in
general, it is surely time

thag a committee on this
A subject was re-established,

composed of-representatives
-of the institutions engaged
in teacher education, heads
.of schools and teachers.

- CLASSES

As' regards - the number
of students in each class, 40
is, as Mr Topley mentioned
in a - radio .interview,
bearable, eSpecially in

. comparison with the, Form
- 'Five English classes of over

55 which I have seen in the
past year. But ultimately we
should aitn at reducing the
mmber to 30, so I am not
in sympathy with the

statement that: “it is
'1mportant ~hat _available
provision does - not  mn

of demand.” - If

per dass, then that will give
us opportumty of
:zeducmg class size, - thus -
-improving-- the quality -of
educatlon. .

i

‘RE r-o-RM

Contmued -and mcreased
attenuon to. cumculum
ge‘t‘orm is Welcome and%‘\‘he
‘plan  to - " establish - ¥y’
‘growps--of-~teachetsy-
.temporanly seconded from
‘their mormial . teaching
dutles, to -prepare model -
"teaching .*programines and -
‘supporting ‘materials offers'a
chance of more effective
progress in . curriculum
“improvement. The proposal
“to- provide practical. rooms .
_wherever possible “and to
estabhsh ‘central workshops
should - assist schools to
offer: - some pract:cal and’
technical subjects. It is
encouraging also to. read
~that - particular .importarice
.will: be  attached- to

- developing school libraries

-will

and -.the audio-visual
" facilities of: the . Visual
Education Centre. Iwonder,
‘however, how much will be
_done. Will "it. be -a token
-only or enough to make a
-Tedl . impact - on _ the
lmproygment of educatlon"

'*The : K(lv 1sory
Inspectotate has & kex 'role -
to play “in. improviig the
‘quality of education, but to .
play this role effectively it

" strengthened. In this process

it is important that new
~‘inspectors should Tbe
‘recruited from among the
most gifted and experienced
“teachers, not only from the

_ very .small number of

. government - schools but
- from *the ‘whole * field of
schools "and teachers in
Hongkong. This should
apply <also to-. the

- recruitment of new lecturers

for “the colleges of
-/ .education. .
ENGLISH -

The qiiality of edudation |
is linked also .with the

medium of .instruction. The | .

vast majority of secondary
school - students - aré .being.
taught in the medium of !
- English, all too often by |
teachers whose command of
that language is madequate
for teaching purposes. Many
students fail to understand

“-what . is - taught because
English is -used.” The -
expansion of- secondary

education
problem more ‘acute.” The
steps
- White Paper to try to
improve ~ English - (and-
Chmese) standards and, in
particular, the standard of

-need to be -

is" fhaking ~ this

mentioned Zin the '

+

f/\ / 7 4
W uuu’(»ﬁ}z’/(

those who teach m Bugllsh,
are certainly to “be
encouraged, but 1 think the
Government should. use qall-
its powers of persuaaon -to
urge more schools to_teach.
- in Chinese. I am‘pleased to’
‘see . that few =, more
- government schools ‘are 10
be built. 1 suggest.that these
new government  :schools
should .all use. Chmese as
- the medium of instruction
and should be -given
first-rate’ teachers of English
so that-they can show that
an adequate standard of
English can be reached
. without it being necessary
" to teach all subjects in-that
language. - The . Education
Department should . make
efforts to énsure that its
own schools are i the
forefront - of - educational
progress, trying out new
curticula, experimenting
with teaching’ methods and
‘actlvely -"seeking
| improvement.

.1 welcome ' the
appointment of a
Committee on Sixth Form
Education and hope that it
will invite submissions from
interested - ‘individuals - and
groups. The proposed three-
per cent annual -growth of
the wumndergraduate
populatian ~of: " the

_ universities. is not, -in my.
"opinion, sufficient,
especially in. view of the
expansion . of " senior
secondary educatlon, but 1
note that, thls:ﬁgme will be
reviewed™ ,‘lm'stvrongly in
faveur- .of i€ introduction
_of pa.tt-tizne‘ﬁegree courses
and I<amZglad that ‘the
poss1b;fﬁy ~ of  the
«-Polytechnic ~offering “degree
-eourses is bmng consjdered.
Eso - weicemeé the

the Be]xtgghme whith will
facihtate_the ptogress of |

frecognmoa.vto the. approved'
~ipast-second ary-.colleges.is 1o ..
be - welcomed, though .1:
wou‘ld have prefeired. the °
| col]eges ‘to:, offet " four-year *
'z courses, - rather ~than -
two-year coufses leading -to. } 1
the  Advanced. Level "or 1

. similar - examination and
~then . further two-yea.r}
‘courses- for - those: .who
remain, followed by -
additional- one-year courses
for a selected few

P

-

adequate attention is 1o be .
paid to adult educafion; not :
only by the expamsion of :

‘government adult education

courses but also by
assistance  to ‘'.voluntary -
agencies, some of which !
have b,een doing sterlingi
work in this field. There s;

" a wide interest in study in

Hongkong and it is right-
" that the Government should .
encourage and aid this:

"* valuable use of leisure.

The White Paper offers -
the possibility - of great -
improvements in postFonnt
" Three education. Let us:
hope that the teports of the :
working putles on:
pre-primary - -and’ -primary -
education and the_review of -
the education  system, to.
which ‘the government has

- agreed, will lead to further

much-needed improvements.
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