By C.K. LAU

" A planning committee
to be formed to consider
the details of establishing a
local degree validation
body is likely to be chaired
by an overseas member.

Local academics also be-
lieve that the Hongkong
Council for Academic
Awards (HKCAA) might also
be headed by an overseas
member in its initial years.

* The Government yester-
day announced that it had ac-
cepted in pring¢iple the need
for a.local degree validation
body, tentatively known as
the HKCAA.

A press release said the
planning committee would
comprise local and overseas
academics and local lay mem-
bers, but no names were men-
tloned

The committee will report
to th Government within
nige”months of its establish-

SEMP

ment. -
Academlcs contactgd yes-

terday said they believed the -

planning committee would be
headed by an overseas mem-
ber because few local academ-
ics had the necessary experi-
ence.

A university lecturer said
some local academics had ex-
perience as members of vali-

dation teams sent here by the -

United Kingdom’s Council
for National Academic
Awards to assess degree pro-
posals.

Others might have some'
knowledge of degree valida-
tion through their member-
ship on the University and
Polytechnic Grants Commit-

tee, which advised the Gov- -

ernment on the funding of
universities and polytechnics.
However, their number
was not large
Since the HKCAA would
Waveto win international rec-
ogmtlon 1t would probably be
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\Academic body to
recrult Qverseas

chaired by a hxgh-powered

overseas member during its.

early years, said another aca-
demic.

Yesterday’s Govemment
release said the HKCAA plan-
ning committee would con-
sider how full local vdlidation
of degrees.awarded by non-
university educational insti-
tutions might best be ar-
ranged dnd managed.- :

Quoting a Government

spokesman, the release ex- .

plained that degree course
proposals from the Hongkong

Polytechmc are now forward-

ed to thé UPGC which deter-
mines whether the CNAA
should be asked to assess the
_proposals :

“If the hssessment is fa--

vourable and if the UPGC de-
cides 1o support a particular
degreé course proposal, the
Government will submit the

proposal to the Executive,

Council for advice,” he said.
i ‘“Degree course proposals

“ /

-approved by the ‘Governor- -

in-Council have to be re-vali-

dated after six years.”

Besides the two existing, .

universities and the Hong-
kong Polytechnic, the City

. Polytechnic and Baptist Col-
lege are expected to offer de- .-
gree courses in the 1986-87.

academic year.

The spokesman said that o

the number of degree course

‘proposals from non-universi-

ty.higher education institu- |

tions requiring validationand .

the subsequent demand for. ',
revalidation would mcrease ;

significantly.

It would therefore be dxﬁi- .

cult to ask the CNAA, an

overseas body, to devote a,

substantial part of its re-';

sources, solely to the valida-

‘tion and revalidation of de- '
" gree courses in Hongkong. © .
" But a-local valldatlon_ :
body established for the pur-"-
" pose can be called upon, as of

right, to do the jOb he
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