H K &f}ﬁv\/\d LN (

T Qe

Accountablllty
in SAR: ‘Li
made a mlgtake

‘TWO education groups
yesterday took issue with
the interpretation of
" leadership “accountability”

- in Hongkong after 1997 by
the Secretary-General of
‘the Basic Law Drafting
. Committee, Mr Li Hou.

- The groups, the Profes-
'sional Teachers’ Union and
the Education Action
Group, said Mr Li may
* have distorted the meaning
‘of “accountability” which
" could lead to a violation of
the Sino-British Joint Dec-

~laration.

The groups said at a

. press conference that Mr
. Li’s interpretation of the

+ accountable relationship
-between the executive au-
- thorities and the legislature
<-after 1997 was a mistaken

- one.

On Friday, Mr Li gave

his interpretation of what is -
- meant by “accountable”, as
"it is mentioned, in the Joint’

Declaration, that the ex-
ecutive authorities of
Hongkong after 1997-shall
be . accountable to the
- legislature.
He said it means the
responsibility of the execu-
. tive authorities to regularly
report on government op-
- erations ‘to the legislature,
'to answer-queries by mem-
bers of the Legislative
" Council, and to be im-
peached by the legislature
. 1f or when the Chief Execu-
. tive commits mistakes or
criminal - offences. .
1 But leaders of the two
« groups said that Mr Li's
" interpretation implies a pa-
rallel relationship between
- the executive and the legisl-
© ature without one being
" overruled by the other,
: which goes contrary to the
mmon understanding of
r ccountability’.
Mr Anthony Ha, chair-
< of the Education Ac-

tlon Group, said “accoun-
tability” means a superior-
subordinate relationship
with the latter under the

supervision of the former..

“The superior institu-
tion, the legislature, would
be entitled to elect and to
dismiss the .chief executive

of the subordinate body, -
the executive authorities,” .

he said.

Mr Ha quoted the use of.

the controversial word in
both the Chinese Constitu-

tion and the British Con- °
stitution to- justify their

argument.

In the Chinese Constitu- ;
tion, he said, the State

Council, the chairman of
the Central Military Com-
mission, and the Supreme
People’s Court are all held
accountable to the National
People’s Council and its

Standing Committee, -,
meaning a subordinate-
superior relationship.
" He said the British~

Cabinet practice also con-
verges on the way in which

they are collectively re-

sponsible’ to Parliament,
which could dismiss the

Cabinet by a vote of no- -

confidence.
The Secretary-General

of the Professional..
-Teachers’ Union, Mr Poon -

Tin-chi, said: *“Accounta-
bility should be interpreted
in accordance with the

common legal understand-

ing of both China and Bri-

tain at the time that they .
mmalled the Joint Declara- _

tion.” .
Mr Poon warned that an

arbitrary distortion of this .

key term, as a political ex-
pediency, would jeopardise
the confidence of Hong-
kong people in the Joint
Declaration, as well as the

concept of “omsscountry-
two-systems” espouded by
Beijing.
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