“Governmerit’s :

people ‘iot_benefit: from thém.” .
sing " Departmentj';_
) reimbursement to non-profit kindergartens, .

-discontinue - the- -

. _’.’_Educataop Department lS responslbleu

. Fears over effect on low-income families

THE Educatlon Actlon Group‘,'
(EAG) yesterday charged that .

‘the- Housmg Department Taised
* the rent of 142 pnmary ‘and 61

kmdergarten schools “in housmg
estates. because it is - “unmlhng :

o 'to operate w1th a deficit.”

. The _group “feels it is extremely

r unfa:r to' low income people hvmg in- -
‘housing - estates - to -further “add to

their: hardshrps ‘because of
‘problems,” - EAG

stated: . “Govemment should serve the

announCed “on. Tuesday it would :
:rent. subsrdles

department spokesman said the‘

mcr eases

v Vf'or‘. a1d1ng
‘Primary Schools.

"for rent and rate subsrdles for aided

‘pnmary schools

~ kindergarteéns, although no provision will
be made for profit-making - kindergartens:

;.. up Government’s responsibility.” -

‘them -to-.either close, increase their fees,
.,drastlmlly :eduoe the quality.” -

s'chools /under ‘the
provisions of the Code of Aid for

The . code, however only provides

primary schools. It-does not bind the
Education Department to. subsidies
kindergartens or the 77 non-alded

“The Housmg Department will contmue
to - reimburse rates paid by non-prof' it

EAG siid Government should ‘provide’
kmdergarten education and “give every.
Aassistance.possible to those who have taken |

- The . group said despite - the ~ rites

the large rent increase aloné .will cause
‘great burdens to the kmdergartens, forcnz/
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;. The double buwrden of
| rates and _rent - om

- “will: most -certainly force
closure,” the group said. -

‘ Aeoordmg to the EAG,
| mothers: in housing estates
mnst send their cluldren to

agequate fanﬂy'mcome
FEES

. “Paymg h:gher feesmthe
kindergartens in question or
finding a kindergarten in’
-another "area. in case of

.closure: - all .add to the
families: inconvenience,” the
group said.

: EAG also- urged that
.Government provxde
m-servroe-trammg to
teachers. who will be. left

jobless when the private
primary schools are forced
to close and underqualified

for - posmons in mded
schools.* - -
The group charged

Government with showing
. little -‘concern for - primate
primary. . school and the
teachers who staffthem.

’ RELIED

) “Now that there are’
_adequate _government-sub-
sidised - primary  schools,
-Government-is willing to get
rid ~of private ~ primary
schools -in - housing estates
that 1t relied on - for many
years.” -

In Light of the Education
Departments closure of
several primary schools last
year- and the imminent
closure of many more, EAG
urged that Government
instead .either . establish
full-day school from
primary. three or mtroduce
smaller classes.

;- ‘““Both  could enable
: more individual attention to
! the "many children " f:

- behind in - school
mdlmted by the high failure
-1ate,” thegroup saxd . /
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