By CAROL SCOTT

.THE Government, plan-
“ning to save $406 million
by expanding classes, was
-accused yesterday of hav-
-ing no commitment to the
future of education in the
territory.

" Dr Cheng Kai-ming, se-
nior lecturer in the Universi-
1y of Hongkong’s Education
Department, said govern-
ment policy hardly went be-
yond 1997.

He warned that the ad-
ministration and teachers
were on course for their
greatest confrontation of re-
cent years over the Educa-
tion Department’s proposed
expansion of Primary One,
’Form One and Form Four
classes from 38 to 40 stu-
‘dents,

»* *““Hongkong’s future,
‘post-1997, will depend on
-human resources but the
:production machinery
-which will improve our re-
sources is now at stake,” he
“said.

¢ “l am convinced the
“Government is preoccupied
by administrative and finan-
«cial matters and has lost
sight of the long-term well-
being of Hongkong. Frankly,
‘this is an overt sign of the
Government’s irresponsi-
‘bility.” :

“' “'The proposal was partic-
ularly inappropriate at a
‘time when the tertiary sector
was expanding and the focus

Stiould bé'on improving the =€rs: < e o . L
ity of teaproVIne e But Dr Cheng doubted

quality of teachers and stu-
dents.

. Hongkong’s teaching
force was still underquali-
fied, he said. Most primary
‘school classes were taught by
non-graduates and 30 per
tent of secondary school
teachers were non-gradu-
ates.

;o Government is
pursMyiig an ambitious

cademic
criticises
class plan

R THE Secretary for Edu-
cation and Manpower, Mr
John Chan Cho-chak, yes-
terday stressed that the Gov-
ernment was committed to
education and the develop-
ment of human resources.
Speaking at the opening
ceremony. of Education and
Careers Expo ’92 and Brit-
ish Education Exhibition
'92, Mr Chan said Hong-

kong was undergoing a peri-

od of rapid technological de-
velopment and economic re-
structuring,

It needed to optimise its
human potential to meet new
challenges, he said.

“We recognise that edu-
cation and training are of vi-
tal importance in maintain-
ing our supply of quality
personnel.

‘““The Government has
therefore given high priority
to the expansion of tertiary
education and vocational
training, as well as to the im-
provement of the quality of
education at all levels.”

More than 160 local and
overseas exhibitors and 151
British educational insti-
tutes are taking part in the
exhibitions which will run at
the Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre until Sunday.

policy which will see 18 per

cent of students go on to
higher education within
three to four years. Without
improvements to the sys-
tem, our teachers will be
those who were not qualified
for higher education them-
selves,” he said during a lun-
cheon address.

The Education Commis-
sion — the Government’s
top advisory body on educa-
tional policy — is consider-
.ing how to improve the qua-

. lity of the teaching force and
its recommendations will be
published in its fifth report,
to be released later this year.

One of the proposals un-
der consideration is the es-

. tablishment of a general

teaching council to work on
~the professional develop-
ment and training of teach-
BES, & sver o]

whether the commission’s
recommend_ations would be
acted upon in full.

He said they would prob-
ably go the way of the reme-
dies and improvements con-
tained in the fourth report of
November 1990 — shelved
because of lack of funds.

“The legitimacy of the
Education Commission is at

stake,” Dr Cheng said.

“One has to bear in mind
that the Education Commis-
sion comprises chairpersons
from all the major policy ad-
visory bodies, as well as dep-,
uties of the relevant governd/
ment branches and depaft-
ments.” )

“If the reccommendations
of the Education Commis-
sion are seen as reasonable
and justified, but the Gov-
ernment is not prepared to
put them into implementa-
tion, the Education Com-
mission will find difficulties
in justifying its role.”

He suggested a solution
might be for teachers to take
a more active role in poligy-
making. They should s‘it&
the Education Commission
and, in the long term, the de-
velopment of an Education
Council would allow repre-
sentatives from-the major
educational bodies to set
their own agenda of con-
cerns.

At present the Education
Commission responds to the
agenda set by the Govern-
ment “and their major con-
cerns are economic or politi-
cal, not educational”, he
said.
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