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,Kowloon Park\carve up

$450 n
proflt tlp
'or plan

By MICHAEI. CHUGANI

is expected to net a
staggering $450 mil-
lion with its contro-
versial plan to sell
off the front strip. of
Kowloon Park-
“Tsimshatsui.

-And park users will |

least 20 months of con-
struction work, accord- -
ing to Government offi- -
cials. -

Crown: Land ofﬁcnals re-

‘land is worth, saying that dis-
closure would influence ten- -
\ders

"The Government -

~fused: to reveal how moch the

But lt has been learned

that the Government intends

to carve out a 45,000 sq ft site

from the park by cutting into -

“the .embankiment . frontmg
Nathan Road.

Property ~ experts who‘

-asked not_to be named said
commercial land in that part
“of Tsimshatsui is worth about
$10,000 a sq ft. : :
This calculation is based

. on_what property devélopers

have to put up’ with at

'

- commercial land in the area.

It has been learned. that
‘about 57 per ceht of the 300

- trées. which ;.-wﬂl hdve to:be
destroyed are’ classxﬁed ;
“desirable: trees™

“town: planners as. part of the

~which!™
.. should be saved-and that'the ed.::
park embankment ' was never .
~comsidered “by--~Governmenit -

< Government’s. chief -

1111011

“ decided to go. ahead with the
controvetsial -shopping ¢om-.
_plex althongh no detailed de-"
signs have been drawn! up to’
show: how the park’s environ-
ment-will be affected by the
developmem -
“This* means that the
Governor, Sir: Murray Mac--
- Lehose; .and his advisers
. reached ‘their: decision with-
‘out having'at“their disposal

< design’ drawings” which show
paid in the past for. low-rise -
-ping complex will look like, |-

what the- controversjal. shop-

“what -type. of ‘shops will be
involved or: what leasé condi-
tions . will be imposed
developer - to make Sur
park envxronment is ﬁxotect—

»dféw‘?xgs . ti‘ns st;;

architectural’ drawin; y
tOWﬂ
planning ~officer, *Mr Chau

park.
» .The Exeeuuve Councnl\

. Cham-son, said:.

ed that lease conditions

the  shopping complex
" “are still in the early stage.of
preparation.”

- A member of the Herltage
Society,  Mr -David Russell,
described it as “unbellev-

-able.”

B {4 ] unbellevable how
Exco .can debate a_ subject
and come to a decision with
no information whatsoever,”
Mr Russell said.

Sl we have proper or the best

v
] this stage he did not' know

A Public - Works Depart-
X;:t spokesman also con-.
fo

“of extreme importance,” a

. He said because. the park
plan was a “controversial one

team of planners.and archi-
“tects should have been form-
‘ed to study the area-as well as
_the surrounding area.
" He said the Urban Coun-
cil should have be¢n consult-
ed after which a design
should have been produced
filling all the requirements.
Thé plan should then have:
been given to Crown Lands to
see if lease conditions can be
drawn up. ’
“This is normal town plan-
. ning,” Mr Russell said.
However, Mr Chau insist- |
ed that the commercial plan
“will blend in” with the park.
Speaking publicly for the
first time on the commercial

1. project, Mr Chau described .

the present park front as a
“scruffy old slope.”
“He said: “We don’t want
to have a scniffy slope there. i
“The land can be better
used,  made envu'onmentally|
more acceptable.”

Mr Chau said none of the
300 trees which have to be
felled are classified as
“important trees” although
57 per cent are counted as
“desirable trees.” :
- “They’re small trees any-
- way,” he added.

He said ‘that although no
detailed design drawings or
architectural plans have so
‘far been-drawn up, the Gov-
ernment will" “write very
stringent conditions to ensure

design.”
But Mr Chau- sa:d that at

exactly what type of shops
will go into the commercial

complex or what the whole
Nan will look like. /




