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More than $600 mllhon
has been spent since 1976
to stabilise more than 380
potentially dangerous

slopes and retaining walls.

Under the Landslip Pre-

ventive Measures Pro-

gramme, expenditure is con-

tinuing at a rate of about $65 -

million a year, in addition to
an annyal Government bud-
get of $40 million on slope
maintenance.

Stabilisation works, at a .

cost of several hundred mil-
lion dollars per year, are also
carried out in both the pubhc

and private sectors in associa- .

tion with capital projects.
The main aim of the pre-

ventive measures programme

is to reinforce rectified slopes

and retaining walls which are.

not up to the desired safety
" standards. :

The principal Govern--

ment geotechnical engineer,

Dr Edward Brand, said last .

month that the administra-
tion exercises strict control on
the designs of new slopes. He
added that there is-an ongoing
programme. to rectify all un-
stable slopes.

The Geotechnical Control
Office also carries out stabili-
sation works on man-filled
-and cut slopes which pose po-
tential danger to nearby

squatter areas but do not ne- -

cessitate large-scale clear-
ances, he said. : i
b ust be emphasised,

however that these efforts

cannot totally prevent land- .

slips from occurring in dense-
Iy populated ‘squatter areas
which do not lénd themselves
to adequate stabrllsatxon mea-
sures,” he said.

There are about 50,000
squatters living on potentrally
dangerous slopes.

Dr Brand said potential
risk is increased by indis-
criminate slope-cutting by the
squatters and the lack of prop-
er drainage in their areas.

He said it must be clear to
anyone that the unstable areas
are predominantly located on
the steeper natural slopes,

- where landshps have regular-»

ly occurred.
“These locations are gen-

-erally obvious even to laymen

and are common knowledge
in long—estabhshed cquatter
communities.”

Dr Brand noted that
another cause of casualties on
dangerous slopes is flimsy
structures built by the squat-
ters.

‘He said extensive preven-~
tive works are necessary to
keep inhabited but suspect
slopes safe during heavy rain.

“This scale of works, how-
ever, is not feasible as squat-

“housing programme.

ters have to be clw.red Bu
once clearance has been ef-
fected, there is generally no
need for the preventive works
to be undertaken.

“It is for this reason that
the Geotechnical Control Of-
fice recommends to the Hous-
ing Department that squatters
be cleared from such slopes; :
but these clearances can obvi-
ously only be undertaken
within the capacity of the

“Priority is only given to

squatters oc ng slopes
which pose 1mM
to life and limb.”




