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SEVERAL major private sector
developers have indicated to the
Government they are interested
in buying land now occupied by
the Wan Chai police station.

The' Sunday Standard has.

learnt that such ‘devetopers are
willing to_pay up to $400 million
for the site’on Gloucester Road.

"One de¥eloper. who wished
to remaii anonymous. said his
company- hid plans to turn the
site into’ an ultra-medern shop-
ping. office and hotel complex.

“But this will take at least five
to as the No'2 police station in

to eight years to materialise. We

-will hawe to*Srthalise our prop-

osals to the. Government to buy
the land, if possible under a iand

‘deal ot by tender,” he said.. .

‘Developers seem particularly
attracted by the site’s wide fron-
tage facing the Wan:Chai.water-
front and other major develop-
ments taking place in' the area.

" . The ‘Wan Chai Police Station -

— which houses the District and
Divisional Command including
officers’ quarters located-across

Jaffe Road at the back of the
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“building— is one of Hongkong's
-oldest: police stations.

District Commander for Wan
Chai, Chief Superintendent,
Lau To-yee said he did not know
of any plans to redevelop or re-

locate the station. R
However he said the extetior

. of the -present station had-

changed little since it was builtin
1935. In that time only“an-addi-

_tional site on Jaffe Road has’
“been acquired to be used as

officers’ quarters. TET
The station is often reférred:

Hongkong with the’ first- being

“the equally old Central Police

Station in Hollywood Road.
When the Wan Chai station
was first built it met the require-

~ments of a fast developing .
residential-commercial town .

and was one of the first projects
to be built on reclaimed land.
At that time, the station stood

just several yards away from the -

water-front. FAN
Today, the shoreline has
moved outwards inté Victoria

-'sporsible for.the guard duties

r ,_
site

}-larbour‘by almost several hun-
dred metres with high:rise office
compiexes blocking the station’s
sea view. .

This ‘is evident in a photo-
graph taken of the station in
1950 (courtesy of the Royal HK
Police' Force) where even Vic-

“toria Peak in the background

could be seen clearly.

Today, multi-storey residen-
tial and commercial buildings
have dwarfed the police station.

However, as CSP Lau added
the Wan Chai command -still
played an important police role
in the districti

Its uniformeg force of 65 sup-
ported by abut 13 civilian staff
are responsiblé for orie of the
most highly-developed shopping
centres in the territory — Cause--
way:Bay. . :

The: Wan Chai District also
covers the Hongkong Stadium

-and the Happy Valley race

course, The station is also re-

for Police .;Headquarters\ir

.Arsenal Street.




