By CHIU KIT-YING -
./About 15,000 families
in ;public housmg estates
could pay double their cur-
rent:rents;’ accordmg toa
Housing Authority com—
mrttee.yesterday
- The committée met to dxs-

" cuss ‘pew. proposals to raise

the ‘rents. :Each family will
have to.pay. an average of
$280 more. per month, if the
authonty approves the com-
n'uttee s, proposals later thrs

The affected families rep-

i resent about five per cent of
the 290,000 families who .,
-have lived in public housing “P!

for more than-10:years.

The increase’ could bring '/
the Housing:Authority an ex- .
tra $50 million a year, against /
$6 million- m admrmstranve'-‘

costs. .

The proposals ‘are bemg :

studred by the Commiittee on

Housmg Substdy Yo’ Tenants
ic Ho to reduce

At the meetmg. it revrsed: )
maJor recommendations in'-

the Green Paper on Housm
Subsidy to Tenantsof Publi

Ho 'smg, after: considering :
pul ic opinion. The paper :

“was published last August: . .
Members yesterday dec1d-

ed that families who have
\been living in- public: ‘housing:”
estates for over 10 years-and-

wh)e incomes are more. than

i
i

on the waiting list should pay
the higher rents. :

Two major. changes were
made in the Green Paper:’

@ The paper orlgmally

proposed that the calculation .
. of the family-income sheuld
take into-account the:total -

¢éarningsiof the tenancy holder
and spouse, as well as 60 per.

cent of what the rest of the fa-

mily’s earnings.

The committee; said: yes- -

terday all family ‘earnings

should be counted, which cur-
:rently applies to those on the
-waiting list. :

o ‘The paper or1gmally :

posed ‘the subsidy ceiling
for these families should be
A% times the income Jlimit

‘(for pubhc housmg) set. for

those on'the waiting list. But
the ‘committee yesterday re-
vised ‘the subsidy cexlmg to

“twice the income limit.

The committee . esnmated

je:number of families affect-
¢d. by double rent will: drop:
om 10 to five per cent of the
90,000 lwmg in public hous-

Cing Tor 1 more than 10 years, if
. he new proposal is approved.

- Mr Hu said. the. proposed

rent increase for:the better-off -

teénants would be lower than

‘market rates and said it would
Be.su

bject to review. - . -
"he new measure will be

abotit.-30,000 families in the

esed in over.a-fivesyear | -
. period, he said. “The Housing--
‘Department will Pprocess’.

first year, .of Wwhich’ “about
500 wxll have ‘to pay double;:

amilies can

13U

higher rents’

.double the hmrts set for those

Mr Hu

~In the fifth year, the Hous- .

ing Authority will gain an‘ex-

tra $50 million in rental in-
..come but have'to foot $6

million 'in’ admlmstratlve
costs,.. .-
-Mr Hu said yeésterday the

; measure, in’its first year, will -
“ generate .enough. revenue 1o~

cover admlmstratlve Costs.

The projected increase in
income will, however, be low- .
er if some of the ténants move
- into--Home Ownershrp :

-Séheme flats, he added. -

‘But “thrs will, still serve

.our.ultimate purpose: of re-

ducing Government subsi-
dies to families who can af-

ford higher rents,” Mr Hu.~
said. :

* children in families living in
" enough to provxde partial fi

ilies in Hongkong.

" showed that those affected in
.three per cent of their in-

_older estates are paymg only
'two per cent.

‘espectively of their incomes

. tions in about July. In coming

_consider a controversial B

‘emption from paymg th

showed that, after 10 years,
public housing would be old

nancial support. - -

: He added " statistics
showed that these families av-.
éraged a seven per cent
growth in real income per

The committee also
learned the 15, OOOfamlhcsaf
fected by double rent have in-
comes that put them among
the top 20 per cent of all fam-

The original proposals in
the Green Paper would affect
families whose household in-
come put them among the top
30 per cent.

" Mr Hu also said statistics

newer estate blocks are paying

comes as rent and those in

. “So the new proposal wxll
mean. these families have to
ppay only six and four per cent

as rent,” Mr Hu said.

He also said the better-off
tenants wiil have to pay
double rent once the pro
is implemented and there will
be sufficient notification
trme

~“The committee will com-
plle its final recommenda-

meetings, the committee will

‘posal for certification for ex-

higher rents.

. ’-Mr Hu sax_g statistics -




