'I‘!{E doctor shortage at
* - Pokoi hospital has worsened-

U (with the resignation of two
doctors, it -was learnt yester-
i ‘day, . These are.now: four
octors left there, s
. %; The resignations came at
-« .time when the hospital has
- {feceived renewed complaints
‘-‘,"vabout casualty services in
. “Yuenlong owing to; ‘the
?‘stCtOI shortage, - ;- ‘
. Y= The_ hospital’'s board of
: .directors recently :held an
. 'emergency meeting on_the "
sproblem, - W
: “The . directors: " will - be
3 sending ia : letter “to . the ;
" ‘Medical and Health Depart-!
..ment later this week to seek :
" ‘some form of help,, . ..
7 It was learnt’ ‘that, the s
Jettet > will ask the govern- i
¢ .ment to provide land for the %
/" “hospital. as soon as possible
- 8o - Rokoi’s ~expansion. 'pro- :
. gramme can proceed wrthout
.delay
e ¥ The drrectors will also
N .utge .the - government | to-
I yequire ", newly- -graduated -
" :medical - students to serve -
; ssubvented hospitals such_ as :
i "Pokoi fot a cerfain perjod "
s+ before. they can go out on |,
- therr own.’ -
According to its expan-
i sion’ programme, Pokoi will
;. have 400 beds with some 30 .
. doctors by 1987, provided
.. the goyernment will grve all -
the assistance needed.’

The govemment has said
o for a- few years that it is
7, considering the land request,
;- but nothing has come of this -
- so far, according to a source .
~ close to the hospital. .
: Also, according to Pok- :
- 6i's. five-stage  expansion '
: programme, it will - start
building an emergency wazd
- next” yeat. But with the .
" present “acute shortage of
doctors the hospital " is noé:;ﬁ

2 than 3000‘ people < each .
;. months; bet ecn 'July and.’
: September ¢
- gency scmces in Pokoi. ' &
. Pokoi’ docs “pot - have
sophxsticatcd '+ emergency
N treatment facrlmcs, such as a 3
24-houir’ anaesthetlc, X-ray s
“and blood barik services. -,
*  'The source said Yuenl
. has “about v300,000 people
and - emcrgcnoy servibe
V}adly nceded ,
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