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. IN amove that will end
discrimination against

" dentists trained in non-

Commonwealth coun-
tries, all dentists — regard-
less of where they were
trained — will have'to také :
an examination before -
they can practise in Hong-
kong.

The new arrangement,
which has been endorsed by
the Dental Council, will af-
fect those who seek registra-
tion after April 1990,

- At present, dentists
trained in Hongkong, Com-
monwealth countries, the
United States and Canada do
not have to take a licensing
examination administered
by the Dental Council —
while the exam is required of
dentists trained elsewhere.

Commenting on the new
policy, the Kowloon Walled
City Neighbours Welfare Ad-
vancing Comimittee vice-
chalrman, Mr Chan Hip-
ping, said it would help
produce a fairer system.

"~ However, he did not ex-
pect the policy to resolve dif-
ficulties faced by practitio-
ners in the district, which is

well known for a large, iltegal”

dental business in which
practitioners picked up their
skills through apprentice-
ships.

The examination had al-
ways been available and
those who wished to take the
test could have done so, he.
said.

“The president of the
Hongkong Dental Associa-

. tion, Dr Michael Tsui, said

that requiring all dentists to
sit the qualifying exam
would help boost the quality

of dental service in the terri--

‘tory and eliminate the un-
fairness stemming from the
exemption.
peakmg after yesterday’s
opening ceremony of the
association’s Hongkong
Expodent. 1987 exhibition,
Dr Tsui said about half of the
* body’s 900-odd member den-
tists: were at present regis-
tered under the exemption.
About 1,100 dentists pracuse
in Hongkong
The policy change, to be
brought about in two phases,
would affect only those who
sought registration after
April 1990, Dr Tsui said.
By 1991, dentists trained
in the US and Canada would
have to take the qualifying
exam before practising in
Hongkong. By 1992, those
trained in Hongkong and
Commonwealth countries
would also have to take the.
exam. -
Dr Tsui sald the associa-
tion, which deemed the ex-
emption unfair, first raised
the issue two years ago with
the Dental Council, which re-
cently approved the univer-
sal tegistration exam after
consultinig the universities
and colleges affected..
Dr Tsui said ‘that in the
meantime an ad hoc com-
- mittee of the Medical Devel-
opment Committee was
studying whether the-dental
service in Hongkong was ad-
equate.
The review was expected
to be finished by the end of

———«g this year, he said.
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