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repayable daily.

ERATORS of vice dens
kenly recruiting young
. n thinly veiled job
fa_dveﬁisements placed in a
Tumber of. local Chmese - the authorities.
newg)apers. )
The " advertisements are al] de—
- to exploit . the naive . and
so ﬁmes gullible school leaver or, -
_solR€one -desperately trying to get
4 rK'during the long summer vaca-

-all the jobs are for “ushers” .
lations -officers” and: “social within days. -
‘work in dubious ni
known as “fish ball
Bre a prospective employee into their
the operators-offer jobs whxch pay
ceptidhally well.

" Al “uSher can earn up to $50 or $60 an
a “public relations officer” up to $100

htclubs
dens”.

¢ $10,000 a month.
ere is also the attractlon of bemg pald

ubs” tﬂso offer “advances”, ranging -
n several hundreds to thousands of. dol-. - young
I ‘to those désperately in need of money.
-‘ s usuéilly in the form of ‘a loan, with an
i exﬁosbltant ‘daily’ rate -of: interest, that is.

Seggal work¢rs descnbe the summer vacal; -

one social worker said.

: “Threats of: bodily. harm' are a' normal
: practlce when the victims tell the operatdr
© that they want to leave. Then. there are the
loan sharks who batten on those who. havé
_ taken advances,” said the social worker.
., Few of the victims dare to réport to- tbe_
police because of the-stigma attached .to
. .working in such’ places saxd a socnal wo;:kex:

from kok.

same premlses

§ 'daﬂy»‘bas:s tisements before accepting them. It-f
Bt that i is; msufﬁment to attract a prospec- - little common sense to be able to F
'f‘job.. seeker, - the. operators of these - ~tiate between a genuine advertisement

... She " crmclsed the authontles fi
. introducing tough anti-vice laws and
' those. conylcted of procunng

H(; ways . ﬂolunsh in:
kong. It is

jobs are. naturally the prime target groups,” |

“Apart from the chance to earn so much |
money, few really believe that once they are
: caught up in the: clutches of the operators, -
their only means of escape is with the help of

" She h rsonally seen school—g:rls “gra-
duatmg £rom “an usher” into prostmmon

. “Itis a sad’ story Even with police raids,

‘on -the vice dens, the penaltles are msqiﬁ

" cient to deter an operator from re-opc, S
his business wnthm a matter of houss. on

Pointing to the “job advert:semenm-
.suggested that the authorities. can de
JH#yr and a’ “social escort”- ‘can plck up . because of the legal implications.

© “It may be that the only answer .
newspaper proprietors to screen these-a

“those: put out by operators to prey m




