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Ma1ds sen t%)
Mac..u but find

no job,

money

By MARY ANN BENITEZ °

MORE than 1,000 Fil-
ipino maids facing de-
portation from Hong-
kong are believed to have
been marooned in Ma-
cau by a “‘recruitment
agency” that charged big
fees on the promise of
finding them jobs.

The women, most of
whom are between con-
tracts in Hongkong and
subject to expulsion under
new immigration regula-
tions introduced in April,
are unable to !vave the
Portuguese enclave be- .
cause they no longer have
valid re-entry permits for
Hongkong.

The Philippine consulate
in Hongkong is investigating
the situation but has so far
been unable to ac- {rlack of
documentary cvidence
against the agenc vy, Queens-
land Personnel Services,
which has offices in Sanwa
Building at 30 Connaught
Road, Central.

The manager of the com-
pany, Mrs Lorna Wu, last
night denied any wrong-do-
ing, saying the ¢ omen who
had been sent to Macau all
had valid contracts at the
time of their departure.

The South China Morn-
ing Post has established that
the agency is still sending dis-
placed maids to the enclave
and that many of the strand-
ed women are becoming in-
creasingly despes ...

Some have now been in
Macau without a job for two
months and are turning to
prostitution, an investigation
by this newspaper has found.

"‘Maids interviewed in Ma-
cau said they paid Queens-
land Personne! Scrvices a
$1,500 *“placem : fee” after
receiving a gua:antee of a
new employment contract in
Macau.

They were also charged a
$103 “membership fee” and
told to buy their own ferry
ticket to start work foranem-
ployer secured by the agency. .

But on arrival in the en-
clave, most maids found
there was no job waiting.

They were usually met by
a man named “Leo”, who
identified himself as a
Queensland Personnei Ser-
vices representative, and tak-
en to quarters in the Red
Market area, near the Lisboa
Hotel.

They were then told their

employer had backed out at
short notice but that if they
stayed on work might be ar-
ranged.

Lodging in the quarters
was offered at a monthly rate
of $300 per person in a two-
room flat, in which up to 11
women were often crammed,
said women who had accept-
ed the accommodation.

In most cases, the maids
were left to their own devices
to find work.

Many moved into flats es-
tablished by women who
shared their predicament
and struggled to make ends
meet with casual jobs.

Few could find perma-
nent work in Macau because
there was a relatively small
market for domestic help. In
any case, the wages were gen-
erally lower than in Hong-
kong.

“Many of these girls have
no choice except to go into
prostitution,” one long-time
Filipino resident said.

The stranded maids were
effectively caught in a finan-
cial Catch-22: They could not
afford to stay in Macau but,
as most had left Hongkong
because they were between
employment contracts, they
knew they were likely to be
deported because of expired
visas or re-entry permits.

The agency was contacted
yesterday by a Post reporter
posing as a Filipino maid
who had just had her con-
tract terminated.

She was told by an em-
ployee of the agency, who
identified herself as Vicky,
that another job could easily
be arranged in Macau.

Vicky said the agency’s
charges included a registra-
tion fee of $103 and a place-
ment fee of $1,500. The cost
of the ferry ticket would be
extra.

It would take only “two to
three days™
ployer in Macau, Vicky said
during a telephone conversa-
tion, adding that a man
named Leo would make all
the arrangements.

Later, when the same re-
porter rang back and intro-
duced herself as a representa-
tive of the Post, Mrs Wu was
called to the telephone.

She declined to discuss al-
legations that the company’s
operations were stranding
maids in Macau.

When pressed for com-
ment, she said only: “Tdo not
know.”

She agreed that the

to find an em- .
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ilipinas stranded

Pictures by OLIVER TSANG

Saime of the stranded maids attend special Masses conducted for them by Father Aidan Conroy.

B1 1s home, sweet home, for 11 women

AP

Flat B1 ...

home for 11.

WHEN Edna, a 36-year-
old mother of two, contacted
Queensland Personnel Ser-
vices she believed a job in
Macau would be her passport
to a prosperous future. -

But disappointment greet-
ed her on the Macau wharf.

Edna and two other Filipi-
no women “recuited” at about
the sane time by the agency,
kept their appoiniment at the
pier with the man who was fo
take them to their new em-
ployers.

A man who introduced
himself as Leo intercepted
them after they cleared immi-

gration as tourists, zeroing in -

on one of the women who was
wearing a tag with his chris- |
tian name inscribed on it.
Then came the bad news.
Sorry, Leo said, all your em-
ployers have backed out at

the last minute. Forget the
job.

Forget the money, too.
When one of Edna’s compan-
ions asked for a refund on
cash she had outlayed in
Hongkong, she was turned
down flat. Leo said he didn’t
have it.

She was taken to a flat BI,
in a building in the Red Mar-
ket district in ceniral Macau
run by a woman named Na-
nette. Here she found a sym-
pathetic hearing — from the

10 other women sharing her

plight and the two-bedroom
apariment.

After a weck, Edna fell in
~with another group of strand-
, ed Filipinos and moved into 2
new home with ‘them.. The

rent, for a start was cheaper.-
She saved $50 a month on the .

board Nanette was charging.

_found no sign of this “pro-
" spective employer’ and are

“It’s oks ;" here, at least I
can sleep >oundly,” Edna
said.

Other women tell ‘similar
stories.

Mylyne, a 23-yeéar-old
mother of two young chiidren
who is still with Nanette, said
she and her aunt, Leticia,
each paid $1,500 to the agen-
cy.

They decided to try Ma-
cau afier their confracts, with
the same Hongkong employ-
er, were terminated together
about two * 2:ks ago.

. Leticia .uid the agency
had originaily told them work
had been ar-anged for them
in the enclave. But they, too,

still searching for vgprk.
— MARY ANN BENITEZ

company’s contact person in
Macau was a man named
Leo.

Mrs Wu said all her cli-
ents did have employers in
Macau at the time they left
Hongkong.

Contracts were kept by
her agency and it was up 1o
the employer to arrange a
working visa.

“My girls have contracts.
An employer is coming over
this week and I’ll-eall you

when he comes,” she said,
when asked if she could pro-
duce the documentation.

Father Aidan Conroy, a
Macau priest who has organ-
ised a special weekly Mass
for Filipinas, said he was dis-
turbed by the plight of the
stranded maids.

He said he had noticed a
dramatic increase in the size
of the Filipino community
over the past two months, as
reflected by the atiendances

at the Sunday Mass that has

risen from “five or six” Fili- .

pino women to 200.

“Finding work is their
biggest problem,” the priest
said, when asked to com-
ment on the situation. “They
“talk about their work prob-
lems a lot.”

A nun who counsels Fili-
pino maids, said women
from Hongkong were being
attracted to Macau by un-
founded rumours that do-

. mestics were earning up to

. was little, however, the

' (peﬂf’ on Page 2, Col'8)

$400 a day for part-time
work.

She confirmed accounts
pravided to the Post about
the operation of Queensland
Personnel Services. There

church could do to prevent
the inﬂux of maids continu-
ing.

Long term Filipino resi-
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dents o they no-
ticed the appearance of large
numbers of maids from
Hongkong about two months
ago.

Estimates provided by
the Catholic Church and the
Philippine consulate in
Hongkong put the existing
population in excess of
A domestic who has been
in Macau for five years said
there was little hope many
would find work because the
employment situation in the
enclave was 100 tight,

“I would take pity on the
Filipinas and help them find

au.

an emcl}Toyer through niy
employer’s friends. I do not
ask anything in return,” she
said.

The labour attache at the
Philippine consulate, Mr
Dante Santana, is expected
to go to Macau this week to
investigate the problem.

He said he was aware of
the recruitment agency’s ac:
tivities but was hampered by
lack of documentary evi-
dence. ) .
Many of the maids have
confirmed they were given
no receipts for their pay:
ments to Queensland Per-

sonnel Services.




