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THE Apprenﬂceshlp Ordmunce,

came into being last month, will affect
some 7,000 estabhshments and 10-

“This- -legislation will en--

‘sure ‘thal apprentices .
.. working in the industrial,sec-
.tor will receive both practlcal

trdining and related technical
education,” said Mr Horace .
Assistant - Com-

. “An employer who takes.
on an apprentice to work in

one of the 23 designated
“trades must enter-into a con-
tract of apprenticeship, ..

which ‘is then registered by
he said.

. Somie of the trades selected
are those of lift electrican, lift

‘mechanic, bookbinder, offset

litho plate-maker, knitting
machine mechanic,
radlo/televrslon mechamc

-and _refrigeration and air-

conditioning mechanic .
-Said Mr Knight: *The

designated “trades ~'were’

recommendations -from the

E Hongkong Training Council.,

Qur. basic criteria for selec-
ting them were size and im- -

portance, the degree of skills -

or.- risk involved and the
availability of techmcal
education. )

“The traditional way of
recruiting apprentices - was

" haphazard and'unsystematic,
‘but 'under the new ordinance

the contract lays down the-
rights -and' responsibilities of
both- the employer. and the

* apprentice.

“Ar employer has to
provrde organised - training,
allow the apprentice to take a

. course of -instruction at a

technical institute and pay
the fees for such a course.

- “The ~contract - clearly
states an employee’s pay, and
. if there is a bonus this too

must- be put in writing.”
A, defect of the law isthat

".it ‘specifies 'no’ minimum

wage.

“If a minimum wage
system is imposed at a later
date, the Hongkong Training
Council may well have to .

..~ ddvise the Government' on

this matter,” Sdld Mr
Knight.

There has been some con-

" 15,000 young " people between the ages.
_of 14 and 18. ,

troversy over Sectron 31 of
the ordinance, whereby a
contract may be terminated

for reasons of misconduct or,’

repudiation.. A disqualified
apprentice will be barred
from enfering into.a mew
contract for two years.

Mr Knight stressed that:
® The party wishing to

terminate a registered cods

tract is required to give -he

Commissioner for Labour-14

days notice in writing, dl_z'riné
which time every effort will-
be made to save the contiact;’
o If an appreniice
repudiates a contract every
effort will be made to get him'.

to change his mind.

“This section .is fof -the:
good of apprentices’so that.
they do not lgave a job before
obtaining recogmsed
qualifications. -

“It is also des1gned to he.ip
employers and to " benefit
Hongkongs mdustry in the .
long term.” -

The functlons of the Com-
missioner for Labour are to
co-operate. with technical in--
stitutions.to ensure that ap-
prentices obtain -the
necessary amount of instruc- ’
tion ; ensure that adequate
training facilities are
provided by employers; en-.
sure that the: training of ap-
prentrces is_properly carried
out; inquire into the progress
and welfare of such appren-
tices; investigate complaints
from employers or appren-
tices and alleged breaches of
contracts; and generally’ ad-
vise employers with regard to
training. -

How -does the Labour
Department intend to en-
force the law? .

“For adequate supervision
apprentices ought to be

which

visited every three months,
and staff for the newly .
formed Apprenticeship Divi-
sion will be built upas uick-
ly as possible,” sai Mr
Knlght

Altogether it has taken |

seven years to get this" law |

on to the statue book.
The original proposal that

o"\

-there - should be legrslatlon
was made by the Industrial
Training Advisory Com-

mittee .  (ITAC), -the

forerunner of the existing -
Honﬁkong Training Council-

which wds appomted in Oc-

- tober 1973. i
" “During’ the past seven‘

- proposed
-scheme, - which is baswally

suade employers to accept a
dpprenuceshlp

the function of the new law
Sdld Mr nght

“Al the same time, the
Government was making

-every.. effort to build. four

more technical -institutes —

‘as recommended by ITAC —

m'additi‘on to Morrison Hill.‘
“Two of these came into
operation_last September at
Kuntong and Kwaichung.
““The third one at
Cheungshawan will be ready
in September 1977 and the
last .one. in September 1978,
cither at_ Sanpokong or|
Kowloon Tong e //

)ﬁ_we have tned 1o per-



