under

00,000 earn

1,000

says survey

By PETER LOKE

As many. as:500,000 work- .

ers in Hongkong are estimat-
ed to have a monthly income
of less than $1,000,

And right at the bottom
84,000 workers are earmng
below $200 a morth.

-This is disclosed in the last-

sample survey of the Labour

Force in..Hongkong' by the °

Census and Statrstrcs Depart-
ment.

More than a mllhon work-
ers. are estimated to earn be-

. tween $1,000. and; $1,999

each month

Only an estlmated”

430,000 earned’ between
$2, 000 and $3,500.- )
.'Anoth,er 100,000 earned
- between $3,500 and $7,500.

_At 'the top; earning more - -

than $7,500 are an es'umated
38,000.
More than ha]f the work-

ers of a total of over 2.26

million were working in

. manufacturing’ in September

when the survey was held.
Workers in. textiles -and
clothing manufacturing form-

ed the largest group of over
419,000.
But while the overall nxl

: ber of estimated workers rose

from over 2.11 million in Sep-'
tember 1979 to 2.26 million,
textile and garment worker
numbers only Tose by about
8,000, -

The number of construc-
tion workers increased quite.

" substantially from 142 000 to:

172,000.
: There was also a sngmﬁ-
cant increase of workers em-
ployed in the wholesale, retail
trade- and restaurant and
. hotel trades.
The  numbers moved from
'425,000 to.over 460,000. '
The increasing numbers
~show a healthy .trend in
steadily improving tourfism as
well-as a revival of the entre-

. pot trade hefe.

This is" coupled with in-
creases in the number of em-

- ployeés "in_the financing, .

-Insurance,- real’ estate and
business, services, up from
91,000 to 110,000. -

- Educational  information
provided insights into the im-
proving quality of life. .

‘More than 556,000 have

" upper ‘secondary - education,’

383,000 have lower secondary
educatlon and 653,000 have
upper primary education. - -

most_parallel with the.
_number of workers drawing"

‘N:ss than $1,000' a month in

ages, an estimated.460,000.
workers have only lower. pri-
mary or kindergarten or no
schooling at all.

An estimated 91,000
workers are university gradu-

. ates and another 80,000 have
matriculation or upper sec-
ondary education.

The numbers with techni-
cal or vocational training also
“increased substantially ‘from
23,000 in 1979 to 31,000 in

. September

Finally, male workers out- l
numbered women workers by | ,4
two-to-one.

" “The survey showed that |
the number of male workers !

| passed 1.47 million while the '

-number of female workers to-
talled 791,000.

The . largest age ‘group is -
for those between 21-29

| (828,000); 30-39 (437,000) .
and 40-49 (362,000). -

The number for the 50- 59
age group was 281,000 and
there were 148, 000 workers
aged 60 or over.

There are an esumaxed

!210 000v»forkcrs aged 15-19. |



