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Join war on bus fare rises

Two unions, represent-  from all sectors of the com-

: - Munity, to probe the financial
ing about 230,000 mem situation of the bus compa-

bers, yesterday joined the St
\Rttle against proposed ‘mf,;‘fsgf uf;;:ﬁz
A :

. T
¢ Increases by the two: Eecn completed

bus companies. ® Sctup a

e the increase
the report has

citizen’s corh-

They were the powerful mittes 1o scrutinise the stand-

leftwing Hongkong Federa- - ard of service.
tion of Trade Unions, which The federat

ion vice-chair-

has 65 affiliates, and the Taj man, Mr Anthony Tse, said a
Wor Hau Residents Unijon. - Signature campaign has been

Their representatives met . launched,

and_wrote to Unofficials on During the nine-hour cam-
- the Transport Advisory Com-  paign 9,240 residents wére
smittee — Father Patrick against the increase while 13,

McGovern, Mr Chan Kam- mostly mini-bus drivers, fa-

Chuen and Mr Francis Tien.  voured the rise.

Letters will also be sent to They demanded an answer

the Transport Department  from the Uno
and the Transport Advisory  two wecks.
Committee in a day or two, Meanwhile,

fficials within

the committee

The chairman of the members of the Coalition

federation, Mr Poon Kong-  Against Bus
wai, said the reasons for the yesterday deliv
fare rises were “unsound” letter containin

Fare Increase
‘ered an open
g 10 questions

and the rate was “shocking.” to Mr Derek Jones concern-

The Kowloon Motor Bus ing the issue.

Ocvants an average increase tee, the letter 3

Mr Poon said the prcy)osal ina wech.
should not be accepte )
cause this is the second time the coalition, w

public to shoulder the burden ® Whether
of investments which should the bus fare inc

shareholders.
ices provided by the compa-  what grounds

“Although the Secretary  fina) decision
for the Environment (Mr made?
Derck Jones) said the services
have improved, the inade.
quate number of buscs, plus
the Govcrnmengs road trans- increase®
port policy have greatl ’
inconvenienced the pubgiic." y ® If the b

He urged the Government management
i to set up a committee to legal for them t

probe and supervise the deficit by
standard of scrvice. fares? y

Co has proposed a 100 per According to onc member,
cent rise for urban routes Mr Lau Chin-shek of the
while the China Motor Bus Christian Industrial Commit.

sked Mr Jones

C
of 50 per cent. to answer the questions with-

be- The 216 arganisations of

‘ith more than

In a year that the companies a million  members, will
have asked for a rise, launch a signature campaign

Mr Poen also criticised the Some of the 10 qucstions
‘two companies for forcing the  for Mr Jones are:

the data for
reasc has been

| be borne by the companies’  gent 1o the TAC and the

noide . Executive Council for discus.
Dissatisfied with the serv- . sion and approval, and on

did he openly

nies, Mr Poon said: support the increase while a

has yet to be

® What is the correlation
between traffic congestion
and a large-scale bus fare

us companies .

are in the red duc to poor

would it be;
o make up the

increasing  bus .

The Tai Wor Hau Resi- ® The KMB had threat-
; dents Union demanded the ened that if the Government
- Government: : turns down its application for
® Arrange an open hear- the fare increase, it will can: .

ing 1o seek public opinion on cel routes whic
the issue. any profit. Wh

h do not yield -
at is the Gov- |

® Set up 2 committce, ernment’s reaction to the’

,Cvompris'!fg representatives  threat?



