e

j-

f

‘needed

A sccond expert should be
called in to weigh the pros
and cpns of electronic rodd
pricing (ERP), 1t was suggest-
ed ytgterday.

Mr+Chan King-wong,
speaking. al a meeting of
Kowloon District Board, said
the gxifa consultant should
concentrate on the disadvan-
tages s@ that **a more bal-
anced picture” could be ob-
tained.

The meeting was one of
series organised- by the Govy-
€mment to talk over the con-
troversial scheme with dis-
_trict boards.

Those attending included
the Secretary for Transport,
Mr Alan Scott, and. the ERP
project director, Mr John
Dawson.

Members watched a video
stressing the merits of ERP
/b'ul thost still said they had
»~ their i doubts that - the  $350

milli¢n scheme would help

ease traffic congestion. :
MF Scott said he was inter-
estedsin the idea of bringing
in a'second consulhiant and
would like to know if there
were lany professionals who
would voluntecer 10 do the
job. i -
! H} denied that the Gov-
ernment was telling the pub-
lic thht one solution was bet-
ter than another, ,
_ Ht said the *“technical
feasibility™ of the scheme and
T

the ‘faults’ -
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its “acceptability” were yet to
be proved. .

Mr Scott said the capital
cost of introducing ERP —
an average of about $60 mil-
lion a year — was much less
than the annual expenditure
of almost $2 billion on new
roads and flyovers.

Mr Dawson said he had
discussed details of thg
scheme with five Universit
of Hongkong academics an§
had tried 1o give them all the
information they needed.

Board member Mr Wong
Sik-kong said that if the sys-
lem proved a success, taxis,
which are exempt from
charges, would crowd out the
ERPzones. i

Mr Scott said that al-
though 1taxis. would not be
charged at the beginning, the
exemption might be lified
later if necessary.

Another member, Mr Ng

‘Siu-pang, said he thought

Central was the only zone in
which the system could be
justified.

He said this was a political
as well as transport issue in
that the Goverument was
anxious to win support of the
district boards.

Due to the tight schedule

“of the meeting, Mr Scott ac-

cepted the chairman’s advig‘e
to provide Mr Ng with a writ-

ten reply afterwards.
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