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AA boasts top\
track record

The Hongkong Automo-
bile ‘Association patted itself
on the back, reshuffled its

hierarchy, and. promised fur-

ther expansion of its actiyities
at its annual general meetmg
last night.

Retiring president, Phil
Taylor, said the cause for
satisfaction was “a very.good
year in all our areas of acuvx-
ty.”

He reported that member-
ship had increased, new serv-.

introdiiced, and the bank ac-
‘count was in a healthy state.

major items of expenditure

the coming year.

Kowloon, complete with
breakdown and:vehicle in-
spection services and an in-
door driving ‘school, are al-

Taylor said.

open in October.

Development plans of the
other long-standing - project,
the off-street driving school

for which the Government

ices .and facilities had béen’

But he warned that two-

would eat into that surplus in

Plans for an AA centre in-

ready well advanced Mr .
-the Government’s traffic. ex-

The tentre is scheduled to " pert, also reiterated one of the

‘ that it needed a full-time

."the post had been properly

has offered a sxte at Shatm,
still await. Government ap-
proval.

“The main rcason we want
to go ahead with it is that we
think it" will .improve the

- standard of dnvmg tuition,”

Mr Taylor said.

“Ultlmately this should be
reﬂected in lower “accident
figures:”

An off-street school would
‘give people the confidence to'
- become ‘better drivers, he'
said, and.'would also reduce
the ‘numbers of learners on:
public roads.

- The AA also hopes that it

.would ‘help-to cut down the

long backlog of dpeople wait-
ing to take their driving tests.
If its Shatin plans are ap-
proved, the association in-
tends to run a shuttle bus

-service from its Kowloon

centre to the driving area.
Mr Taylor, until recently

association’s main themes —
a plea for the Tuen Mun .
Highway to be.finished as
soon as possible. ‘

“The Automobile Assocna-
tion has been ‘applying pres-
sure to.the Government about
this for some time.

“It appears that the .mes-
sage is getting through " he
said.

‘There are two. problems,v

Mr Taylor added: the road

itself, and- the standard of
drlvmg on it. :

“*And that brmgs us back
to the questionof 1mprovmg
driving tuition in Hongkong.”

-Mr Taylor retired as the
.association’s  president last
‘night; ‘only to'become its first
executive director.

However, he denied that
the full-time position,; cover-
ing press relations, advising
the commitiee and planning
future projects, had been spe-
cially created for him.

‘The ‘association decided
administrator, he said, and

advertised.

Mr Robin Hauser, the for-
mer vice-president, an archi-
tect and 20-year Hongkong .
resident, succeeds him as

president. ’ . /
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